
AGENDA

BELGRADE INTERIM PLANNING COMMISSION

COMMUNITY ROOM

205 E Main Street, Belgrade, MT. 59714

March 30, 2026, 6 pm

This meeting is open to the public and may be attended in person or viewed online via the city's 
video platform. 

https://www.belgrademt.gov/357/Watch-Live-Meetings

Please note that this meeting is being recorded. By joining the meeting session, you are 
consenting to such recording. Factors such as personal device compatibility, bandwidth, or cell 

signal is the responsibility of the attendee and cannot be controlled by the City of Belgrade.

CALL TO ORDER

*** PLEDGE

*** ROLL CALL

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MEETING MINUTES

Interim Planning Commission Jan 26, 2026 Minutes

IPC JAN 26, 2026 MINUTES.PDF

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Before starting your comments, please state your name and address in an 
audible tone of voice for the record.
This is the time for individuals to comment on matters within the purview of the Belgrade 
Interim Planning Commission that are not already on the agenda or to request the 
addition of items to a future agenda. There will be an opportunity, in conjunction with each 
agenda item, for comments pertaining to that item.

Please limit your comments to three minutes.

DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST

DISCLOSURE OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATION

NEW BUSINESS

Belgrade Land Use Plan Workshop

03.30.26_3 IPC WORKSHOP.PDF

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT BOARD MEETING

Set Special Meeting Date

ADJOURN

1.

2.

3.

3.1.

Documents:

4.

5.

6.

7.

7.1.

Documents:

8.

8.1.

9.
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BELGRADE INTERIM PLANNING COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

Belgrade Community Library Community Room 

Date: January 26, 2026 at 6:00 pm 

 

Commissioners present: Sandy Lee, Ali Vasarella, Jim Simon  

City staff present: Senior Planner Brad Stein, Community & Economic Development Director 

Katharine King, Planner I Emily Martinez 

Others present: Planner Charles Trowell  

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Vasarella opened at 6:00 pm 

Roll Call at 6:02 pm 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

No public comment was received.  

4. DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

5. DISCLOSURE OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATION 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

6.1 Update To Planning Commission On Community Responses To Surveys And Outreach 

As Part Of The Montana Land Use Planning Act (MLUPA)  

Planner Charles Trowell presented via Zoom on feedback from the Belgrade community to 

inform the development of the Land Use Plan. He summarized survey demographics, key topics, 

and recurring themes. 

Board members asked questions and commented on public concerns. Charles Trowell and 

Katharine King stated that these concerns will be addressed in the Land Use Plan and noted the 

City’s ongoing public engagement efforts. 

Charles Trowell outlined next steps in the process to meet MLUPA requirements. 

Chairperson Vasarella opened public comment; no comments were received. 

7. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT BOARD MEETING 

Currently, there are no items for the next board meeting’s agenda.  

8. ADJOURN 



Chairperson Vasarella motioned to adjourn. Meeting was adjourned at 6:50 pm. 

 

 

 

     _________________________                                                                                  

      Board Chairperson      

      Ali Vasarella                                      

   

                     

    _________________________  

      City Admin Support Staff 

 



Belgrade Land Use Plan Workshop
Belgrade Interim Planning Commission

March 30, 2026



Agenda

• Engagement Comparison – Snapshot

• City of Belgrade Land Use Plan
• Vision Statements
• Land Use Plan Goals

• Future Land Use (FLU) Classifications and 
Map 

• City of Belgrade Zoning



How has the feedback evolved?



LUP Survey: Open Ended Responses

What we heard from the community 

Traffic and transportation are the community’s top concerns.

(Responses: 343)

Sidewalks, trails, and bike connections are essential

Growth is happening faster than infrastructure

Belgrade wants more local restaurants, services, and a stronger 
downtown.

Preserve what makes Belgrade “Belgrade.” 

Parks, recreation, and family-oriented amenities are a high priority.

Protect Open space, farmland, and natural features.

Schools, public safety, and services must keep up with growth.

Survey respondents generally understand the pace and nature of 
growth across the City of Belgrade, and there is a strong desire for 
guided, intentional, well-designed growth aligned with community 
values that are distinct to Belgrade.

Respondents’ Priorities:

• Address critical challenges along the City’s primary 

transportation corridors

• Invest in walkable, connected neighborhoods with families in 

mind 

•  Identify and protect what makes the City of Belgrade unique.

• Improve design quality with a clear approach for development

• Strengthen parks, recreation, and family amenities.

• Ensure infrastructure and public services, and facilities keep up 

with the demands of growth.

Overall message from LUP survey respondents



LUP Survey: How has the feedback evolved?
November 2025 (Comments: 346)
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Vision Statements 



LUP Survey: Vision Statements 

Community (C)
A destination with a distinct identity
Belgrade grows from its core and stands upon a dynamic Downtown, with active streetscapes, authentic cultural 
events, and a sense of place that is uniquely and clearly Belgrade. 

Economy and Development (ED)
A community that embraces its local business community and celebrates its heritage
Belgrade uplifts its vibrant local business community, embraces its industrial and agricultural roots, and supports 
emerging innovation and regional commerce. 

Land Use and Housing (LUH)
Livable, family-oriented, community-focused Neighborhoods
Belgrade celebrates attainable, diverse housing options where families of all ages can enjoy a high-quality lifestyle, 
with complete neighborhoods where they can live, learn, grow, and thrive in place. 



LUP Survey: Vision Statements 

Mobility (M)
Safe, connected, and diverse mobility for the future
Belgrade invests in convenient connections with efficient infrastructure designed for all, integrating mobility 
options from pathways to boulevards, from projects to programs, and beyond.

Recreation and Natural Resources (RNR)
Protected Environments and Active Recreation
Belgrade preserves its natural resources, parks, open space, and valued farmland and ranchland, and promotes 
regional sports and events, encouraging year-round leisure and programming. 

Utilities and Infrastructure (UI)
A developing city committed to building a vision for its future from within  
Belgrade grows in a thoughtful, sustainable fashion that unites municipal services and resources, community 
values, and long-range planning with engaged residents, businesses, and government.   



Land Use Plan Goals 



(C) Community Goals
A destination with a distinct identity
Belgrade grows from its core and stands upon a dynamic Downtown, with active streetscapes, authentic cultural events, and a sense of place that is uniquely and 
clearly Belgrade. 

C1  Establish Downtown as the Community’s Vibrant Civic, Cultural, and Commercial Center. 

C2  Establish Downtown as a distinct and memorable destination

C3  Support a well-designed, interconnected, and walkable urban core

C4  Foster an educated and engaged community on planning and land use decisions

C5  Support programs and services that serve residents of all ages and abilities 

C6  Foster Strong Partnerships to Maintain High Levels of Service in a Growing Community



(ED) Economy and Development Goals
A community that embraces its local business community and celebrates its heritage
Belgrade uplifts its vibrant local business community, embraces its industrial and agricultural roots, and supports emerging innovation and regional commerce. 

ED1  Promote economic diversification to support long-term growth and community prosperity.

ED2  Strengthen the local economy by supporting existing industry and workforce pipelines

ED3  Enhance the Commercial Mix and Land-Use Diversity in Downtown

ED4  Support an economic ecosystem that strengthens the local agricultural community

ED5  Collaborate With Key Stakeholders and Regional Institutions to Support Long-Range Economic 
 Planning



(LUH) Land Use and Housing Goals
Livable, family-oriented, community-focused Neighborhoods
Belgrade celebrates attainable, diverse housing options where families of all ages can enjoy a high-quality lifestyle, with complete neighborhoods to live, learn, grow, 
and thrive in place

LUH1 Plan for an appropriate mix of residential, commercial, industrial, and rural land uses for 
  projected growth

LUH2 Encourage complete neighborhoods that provide a healthy mix of complementary uses and 
  strong connections to civic and recreation amenities.

LUH3 Encourage housing that meets the needs of a growing population.

LUH4 Promote the development of diverse housing options that support long-term affordability.

LUH5 Encourage diverse land uses Downtown

MLUPA Housing Strategies 



(LUH) Land Use and Housing Goals
Livable, family-oriented, community-focused Neighborhoods
Belgrade celebrates attainable, diverse housing options where families of all ages can enjoy a high-quality lifestyle, with complete neighborhoods to live, learn, grow, 
and thrive in place

LUH6 Preserve and protect historic structures and cultural resources

LUH7 Collaborate with key stakeholders and institutions on long-range planning

LUH8 Preserve and protect farmland, open spaces, and natural areas as the community grows.

LUH9 Coordinate with regional partners to align long-term land use and planning efforts.



(M) Mobility and Use and Housing Goals
Safe, connected, and diverse mobility for the future
Belgrade invests in convenient connections with efficient infrastructure designed for all, integrating mobility options from pathways to boulevards, from projects to 
programs, and beyond. 

M1  Enhance the connectivity and efficiency of Belgrade’s transportation system

M2  Expand safe, accessible, and creative mobility options for all users

M3  Proactively plan for maintenance, new development, and transportation capital projects

M4  Prioritize safety in all aspects of transportation planning and engineering

M5  Invest in Multimodal Projects that Strengthen Downtown as a Mobility Hub

M6  Pursue regional coordination with  Montana Department of Transportation (MDT),  
  Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), City of Bozeman, and Gallatin County to ensure 

 coordinated connectivity on regionally significant projects



(RNR) Recreation and Natural Resources
Protected Environments and Active Recreation
Belgrade preserves its natural resources, parks, open space, and valued farm and ranch lands, and promotes regional sports and events, encouraging year-round 
leisure and programming. 

R1  Maintain and enhance high-quality parks, recreation, and family-oriented programming

R2  Promote Belgrade as a sports hub by supporting multi-sport leagues, tournaments, and 
  community events at the Belgrade Sports Complex and other public facilities.

R3  Preserve natural resources, open spaces, and environmental assets

R4  Establish Belgrade as a regional sports and recreation destination

R5  Promote Sustainable Building Practices That Support Public and Environmental Health

R6  Strengthening collaboration with local and state partners on regional recreation planning



(UI) Utilities and Infrastructure
A developing city committed to building a vision for its future from within  
Belgrade grows in a thoughtful, sustainable fashion that unites municipal services and resources, community values, and long-range planning with engaged residents, 
businesses, and government. 

UI1  Invest in necessary infrastructure and maintenance to support a growing community

UI2  Align municipal expansion with long-term transportation, water, and sewer strategies

UI3  Ensure rational and sustainable expansion of urban infrastructure to support new development

UI4  Promote sustainable building practices and regulations that protect public and environmental 
 health



Future Land Use (FLU) Classifications and Map



2020 FLUM



2024 FLUM



2026 FLUM



Changes since the 2020 FLUM
2020 FLUM 2024 FLUM UPDATE 2026 LUP FLUM

Rural Rural

Residential SF Suburban Suburban

Residential MF High Density High Density 

Public Public Land / Institutional Public Land / Institutional

Holding Area removed

Manufacturing Industrial Industrial

Future Growth Area removed

Commercial Commercial Commercial 

Agriculture: Existing Conservation Easement Agriculture Agriculture 

Airport Combined with Public Land / Institutional

Recreation / Conservation Recreation, Open Space, & Conservation

Mixed Use Mixed Use

*Existing Zoning Districts *Existing Zoning Districts

Community

Downtown



Land Use Plan – FLUM Classifications 



Land Use Plan – FLUM Classifications 



Land Use Plan – FLUM Classifications 



Land Use Plan – FLUM Classifications (New) 



City of Belgrade Zoning



Belgrade Zoning Ordinance (2023)

Montana Land Use Planning Act (MLUPA)
Sec 19. Encouragement of the development of housing. 

• must include a minimum of five housing strategies,
• applicable to the majority of the area, where residential 

development is permitted

One of the Big changes for MLUPA
 
Land Use Planning Projections
• Population projections for 20 years 
• Number of housing units needed for that population
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Population Growth

Medium  9,991

Household Growth  4,145

Medium Housing Units Required to Accommodate Growth  4,394



The City of Belgrade is prepared for 
future housing growth!

How does the Zoning Ordinance comply? 
Belgrade’s current zoning ordinance meets 7 of the 14 housing 
strategies defined by MLUPA: 
 allow, as a permitted use, for at least a duplex where a single-

unit dwelling is permitted; 
 eliminate impact fees for accessory dwelling units or 

developments that include multi-unit 
 eliminate impact fees for accessory dwelling units or 

developments that include multi-unit dwellings or reduce the 
fees by at least 25%

 allow, as a permitted use, for at least one internal or 
detached accessory dwelling unit on a lot with a single-unit 
dwelling occupied as a primary residence

 eliminate aesthetic, material, shape, bulk, size, floor area, and 
other massing requirements for multi-unit dwellings or 
mixed-use developments or remove at least half of those 
requirements

 increase building height limits for dwelling units by at least 
25%

 allow multi-unit dwellings or mixed-use development as a 
permitted use on all lots where office, retail,or commercial 
are primary permitted uses

CATEGORY ZONES AND DISTRICTS

Residential

Rural Zone (R) Neighborhood 
(N)

Community 
Living (CL)

Residential 
Suburban (RS)

Mixed 
Residential 

(MR)

Mixed Use & 
Commercial

Commercial 
Corridor (CC)

Mixed Use 
(MU)

Downtown 
District (DD)

Industrial and 
Business Park

Flex 
Employment 

(FE)

Innovation 
District (ID) Industrial (I)

Special 
Districts

Educations & 
Institutional 

(EI)

Open Space & 
Parks (OSP)

Airport 
District (AD)
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