NEW PHILADELPHIA CITY COUNCIL MET IN REGULAR SESSION IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON
FEBRUARY 23,2026 WITH PRESIDENT DON KEMP PRESIDING. MR. RIPPETH OFFERED A
PRAYER, AND ALL IN ATTENDANCE RECITED THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

COUNCIL MEMBERS IN ATTENDENCE
MR. KRIS KREINBIHL
MR. DAN LANZER
MRS. CHERYL RAMOS
MR. STEVE RIPPETH
MR. BRIAN SEARS
MR. TOM SIMMELINK
MR. MICHAEL WALKER

EXCUSED ABSENSES: NONE

» MR. KREINBIHL MOTIONED TO APPROVE TONIGHT’S AGENDA
MR. RIPPETH SECONDED THE MOTION
7 YEAS
TONIGHT’S AGENDA HAS BEEN APPROVED

» MRS. RAMOS MOTIONED TO APPROVE THE FEBRUARY 9, 2026 REGULAR SESSION OF
COUNCIL
MR. WALKER SECONDED THE MOTION
7 YEAS
MINUTES FROM THE FEBRUARY 9, 2026 REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL HAVE BEEN
APPROVED

CORRESPONDENCE .............. CLERK, JULIE COURTRIGHT
1. To Council and Administration from Mayor Day, dated February
18,2026. This is an email titled Board of Health Education and it
contains a link to a YouTube video produced by the Canton City Health
Department. The email states that this video was shown to the Health
Board during it's monthly meeting.
2. To Council and Administration from Health Commissioner for the
City Nicole Bache. This is the 2025 New Philadelphia City Health
Department Communicable Disease Report.
3. To Council Clerk from Auditor of the State of Ohio Keith Faber, dated
February 23, 2025. This is a Notification of Filing of the New
Philadelphia City Health District Report.
4. To Council and Administration from Mayor Day, dated February 23,
2026. The Mayor’s Report.

MAYOR’S REPORT/REQUESTS ...MAYOR JOEL B. DAY

The Inclusive Playground Project Is Close to Its Funding Goal
At the recent monthly meeting of the Tuscora Park Foundation, | learned that the Inclusive
Playground Project continues to move forward. But the project is still around $66,000 short of its
fundraising goal. Applications will be made to local foundations to make up the shortfall. But
individuals can still make donations to the project. To do so, visit the Tuscora Park Foundation’s
PayPal web page here: https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted button id=QHUGKAUWTLMNL.
Make your donation to the Foundation’s general fund and leave a note that says, “Inclusive
Playground Project.” Construction of the playground is slated to begin this spring.


https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=QHUGKAUWTLMNL

Realize the Cost of the Complete Elimination of Property Taxes

The issue of the complete elimination of property tax is coming to the forefront, as a citizens
group gathers signatures to try to put its constitutional amendment proposal before voters in
November. What the group is not saying is what would happen to our community, our county,
and our State if property taxes went away. Last week | received a bulletin from an organization
called the “Coalition to Protect Essential Public Services” that contained this partial list of public
services that would be at risk if property taxes were eliminated in Ohio:

A partial list of essential public services that would be fundamentally destabilized
by this proposal includes:

* Public school districts, for which property taxes account for approximately
05% of their local operating revenue

* Police, fire, and ambulance services

* Criminal justice, including jails, courts, and prosecutors

* Food assistance, child protective services, and child support enforcement

* Support for individuals with developmental disabilities and their families

* Senior services like home meal delivery, home health services, and transportation

* Treatment for alcohol and drug addiction, and mental health illnesses

* Road, bridge, and sewer construction, repair, inspection, and maintenance

* Public libraries

* Public health services

* Parks and recreation

It's important that you fully understand the consequences of any attempt to amend Ohio’s
constitution.

It Will Be a Lifestyle Change for MWCD Employees

This morning (Monday) Service Director McAbier and | were invited to tour the construction
progress at the new Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District headquarters facility on Tech
Park Drive NE. And as | commented to several MWCD employees on the tour: “This is going to be
a lifestyle change for you.” The new building’s design utilizes as much natural light as possible to
light common areas and offices. Sunlight will dramatically change their work environment for the
better. For cost-savings it will reduce dependence on electric lighting. Plus, there will be
amenities inside and outside of the building that will encourage health and wellness. To me, it's a
cutting-edge building concept for our region. And by the way, the ground behind the building will
include a dog park!

According to MWCD Executive Director Craig Butler, the move into the new headquarters facility
should be completed around November 20', with a grand opening sometime in December.



Meanwhile, MWCD is entertaining offers to either lease or sell its current headquarters building
on 3 Street NW.
Here are a few photos | took during today’s tour:
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Figure 1 Staircase from the main entrance to the lower-level Figure 2 View from the
main entrance looking south




Figu}e 4 Side view of the

Figure 3 View of -‘Lhe"w-al.lking path area

maintenance building



Figure 5 Truck bays in the maintenance building Figure 6 Work
and office areas

Now, I would like to call Gradall Industries President Mike Popovich to the podium for a special
award. The name Gradall has become synonymous with New Philadelphia because of the
company’s long history in our community. The Mayor’s office has prepared a proclamation to
present to Mr. Popovich and Gradall in celebration and recognition of its 80" anniversary.




PROCMMAHON

CITY OF NEW PHILADELPHIA
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

WHEREAS, the City of New Philadelphia is proud to celebrate with Gradall
Industries, Inc. on the occasion of its 80t year of manufacturing Gradall
brand excavators; and

WHEREAS, the first Gradall Excavator was designed by the Ferwerda brothers, and
the rights were sold to the Warner & Swasey Co. in 1945. By the end of
1946, the first lot of 11 Gradall M-2400 machines were manufactured
and shipped out of Cleveland; and

WHEREAS, Gradall’'s manufacturing operations were moved to New Philadelphia
in 1950 and that location continues to be home for all Gradall
manufacturing, engineering, sales, and product support operations;
and

WHEREAS, now wholly owned hy the Alamo Group of Seguin, Texas, Gradall
Industries, Inc. continues to be a leading corporate citizen of New
Philadelphia as well as Tuscarawas County and the State of OChio; and

WHEREAS, for 80 years, Gradall excavators have been the only hydraulically driven
excavators to be designed and assembled fully in the United States and
solely in the State of Ohio; and

WHEREAS, we are proud to say that Gradall Industries’ longstanding record and
reputation will be among those honored at the ConExpo-Con/Agg
global construction equipment trade show in Las Vegas this March.

NOW THEREFORE, |, Joel Beahm Day, Mayor of the City of New Philadelphia, do hereby
congratulate Gradall Industries, Inc. on the occasion of its

“80'" ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION”

and present this proclamation as an expression of sincere appreciation
from the City of New Philadelphia for Gradall's dedicated service and
contribution to our community.

In Witness, Whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal
of the City of New Philadelphia to be affixed, this, the 23" day of
February 2026.

Joel B. Day, Mayor
City of New Philadelphia

Thanks to everyone who supported the NPact Valentine’s Day pancake breakfast fundraiser. Ron
and | still have sore shoulders from serving so many pancakes. Around $4,000 in donations was
collected to help fund NPact projects in 2026!

Mr. Popovich made the following comment:



On behalf of Gradall and our parent Alamo Group | am honored to accept
this honor. This is about Gradall’s long-standing commitment to the community. We’ve been here
forever and intend to be here forever. This is not the end, this is the start for us. We’re doing well and
I’d like to see that continue here. I’'m big into supporting the community wherever possible. We can’t
help everyone all the time but we do our best because Gradall’s just a good company and we’ll continue
to do our best to help everyone however we can. It's a great 80 years and we hope to do 80 more years,
and | think we’re well positioned for that.

SERVICE DIRECTOR.............. Service Director Ron McAbier:
Mr. McAbier gave a presentation to Council regarding the condition of the General
Services vehicles. Here’sasummary:

e Truck 41: This truck has been repaired with parts of other trucks including the cab from a truck
in Goshen Township and the bed from an old State truck.

e Truck 27: This truck is a hand-me-down from the Water Department. The oil line rotted this
year and seized up the motor so this truck is no longer in service.
Truck 32: This truck also has been repaired with parts from multiple trucks.

e Truck 52: This truck is another hand-me-down from the Water Department. It has no bed on it,
it's just something that we haul with in the winter.

e Truck 37: Caught on fire on Tech Park Drive. Luckily there was no vehicle or house near it when
it caught on fire and no one was injured.

e Truck 9: Atruck that the City has had since 1999. The bed is rotting out of it and the frame is
rotting out.

e Truck 39: In 2023 we spent almost $15,000 keeping this truck on the road. The roof is rotting
out of the cab and other damage.

e Truck 14: Thisis a 1994 truck that we keep on the road. The fuel line broke and could have
started a fire, but luckily it did not.

e Truck 36: The cab is sitting on the frame, the cab mounts have rotted out and there’s nothing to
mount the cab to.

Mr. McAbier continued:

Another thing I would like to bring up about General Services, back in 2001 we did a
big exchange on traffic boxes and traffic lights, made them all LEDs. We purchased the Econo-Light
brand with an 80/20 grant. We found out on Friday that we can’t get parts for these lights anymore, so
we’ll have to think about replacing them when we can.

Mr. Lanzer commented that Councilmembers need to see the trucks first-hand.

Mr. McAbier said when we had the bad snow in January, usually we have 13 trucks out
but we only had seven.

Mr. Kreinbihl had the following comment:

It’'s amazing you have stuff from the 90s still running in today’s world. I'm sure
you’re here for a reason, and as we’re budgeting and doing all this, this is clearly something that we’re
going to need to address sooner rather than later. Do you think you’ll be able to come up with what the
true needs are and we can get a list to try to plan ahead?

Mr. McAbier:
The last three year’s we’ve been trying to do that but we haven’t been able to.

Mr. Grewell commented that he has put in requests for trucks the past few years and
nothing has been done.

Mr. McAbier said he has enough in the budget to do two alleys this year.

Mr. McAbier continued with the presentation:

| want to show another set of slides. This will go back to 2023 prior when
we had this funding until it was removed from our budget. May 1, 2018 we purchased a property to
have some new cemetery land. We had no money coming in at all. For burials that was it. Lot sales was
non-existent. This has been on Mr. Herron’s and our wish list for the last three years. If anyone is out
at East Avenue Cemetery the house is to be removed and this is to be installed there. Early on when we
talked about this we had buy-in from BCC to help. As you see there was concrete work, family plots in
that area, and a columbarium. We're trying to get to Phase 2. Again, committed to this in 2018, March of
2019 | believe the Master Plan was, June of 2021. We had funding in that department before. In 2025 |
had asked for 2% to be reinstated for this and 2% for General Services and it did not come to the body.
It was denied. |would ask Council to reconsider that.



Mrs. Ramos had the following question:
There are two trust funds for the cemetery. Can you use interest from
the trust funds for some of these improvements?

Mr. McAbier:
We can, but the trust funds went to buy the property.

Mr. Kreinbihl had the following comment:

Ron, thanks for bringing this stuff on General Services. | visit a lot of
departments, | have not been to General Services. | know you’ve talked about this for a while, saying
that the trucks are in rough shape. Sometimes you’ve got to bring these things to light to show that they
really are in rough shape.

AUDITOR ............... MRS. HEATHER DENHAM........... EXCUSED ABSENSE
TREASURER........... MRS. MICHELLE CAMPBELL............... NO REPORT
SAFETY DIRECTOR ....cccovnimriiiiiniinnn, MR. KEVIN MILLIGAN

Mr. Milligan had the following report:

I was planning on giving the annual report today, but | was late to the Agenda,
and | want to be respectful to the other departments giving their reports. So, I'm going to defer the
annual report to the next Council meeting, to give everybody quality time to make their presentations.
I’ll just give a shortened version of the monthly report. The month of January the fire department had
290 calls. 1do not have the breakdown of that right in front of me. For the police department 1100
calls. One of the things you heard me talk about previously and you heard Councilman Kreinbihl talk
about is our pathway to creating a strategic plan for the police and fire department. One of the initial
steps that I've taken is Rounding for Outcomes, it’s a tool that I’'ve used in other places for leadership.
It's the ability to sit down with all the people in the department and give them a voice to say how they
feel things are going. Five strategic questions that I'll share with this bunch when I give the report. I've
completed the Fire Department and I’'m meeting with the Chief on Friday to finalize our findings in that.
I’'m about three weeks behind in the Police Department. Chief Pahovey is conducting some of those
interviews with us also. We’ll take that information to build a strategic plan that not only improves
Employee Engagement Retention, it will also be used for me strategically as we move forward with
performance reviews. It's been very successful and | look forward to sharing those findings with you.

The other thing | just want to make sure | put out there. You have seen Pablo, Officer
Lambert’s canine. He had to undergo surgery last week. The surgery was successful, so he’s at home
recovering now, but he will need to be medically retired. We’re working with local vets and we have a
second opinion also, just to make sure we’re getting Pablo the care that he needs. | view Pablo and
Cooper as members of the Police Department and they should be treated as such. I’'m very appreciative
of the community, they have been phenomenal.

Mrs. Ramos had the following question:
How much do we lack in purchasing a new canine officer?

Mr. Milligan:

I did not really understand the whole funding source of how the canine unit is
handled in the city. | think it’s primarily donations, and those donations don’t really cover the purchase
of Pablo, but the maintenance of Pablo. Chief Pahovey is working on ongoing maintenance costs: what
it takes to house the canine unit. We have a great partnership with a local store, they donate their food
to our Canine Officers. The purchase of a new canine is somewhere between $18,000 to $25,000. |
want to look at how we’re sustaining and taking care of them ongoing.

Mrs. Ramos:
Are we pretty close to having enough money to buy a new canine?



Mr. Milligan:
She gave me a number today. | don’t want to disclose it until I double-check it. I will
certainly say that given the two weeks it’s been out there we’ve had tremendous support. If anyone
does want to donate to the cause they can talk to me directly or reach out to Chief Pahovey.

Mr. Walker had the following question:
Is there a place to go online to donate towards that fund?

Mr. Milligan:
| don’t think we have an online presence yet but | will get you an answer.

Mr. Milligan added to his report:
There is a website by the Police Canine Association (PK9) that’s helping
Canine Pablo breath, it's a GoFundMe. So if you go online and search Help Canine Pablo Breath you’ll
find it.

LAW DIRECTOR.....MR. MARVIN FETE
Mr. Fete had the following report:

Many of you have heard me brag on my mock trial students. One of my mock trial
students is here tonight. This is Mr. Gavin Hogan, sitting in the back. He’s an outstanding student in my
mock trial class. One of the things that impresses me about these young people is how forward thinking
they are. They are constantly planning and getting ready for their future. | have one student that’s
going to be going to Buckeye next year to study cosmetology, and she’s going to do that to pay her way
through college. One of the things that Mr. Hogan and | have talked about is that he plans to go into the
military to be military police. He plans to get his college degree while he’s there and then work in a
police department. I'd love to have him come back here. Eventually he wants to go to law school and
become a prosecutor. Knowing him and how hard he works in his class | think he’s fully capable of
doing that.

Another thing | wanted to talk to you about tonight is you heard me hint at potential
litigation. You heard me talk about potentially going into an Executive Session to discuss that. Well,
we’ve resolved that now. | just wanted to enlighten you on what that matter was. Many of you are
familiar with the issues we have had at our Quaker Court Trailer Park. We’ve had two arsons there over
the last three years, one of them recently within the last seven months. Each time that we’ve had an
arson there it resulted in the trailer next to it also burning down. We’ve had a total of four trailers burn
down there, and we had an elderly gentleman completely displaced. Both of the fires were arsons.
These arsons, as you know, we’ve been trying to tackle this around the city for a number of years. The
mayor has been a great leader in this. We’ve been going after, trying to tear down these abandoned
homes, because we have a lot of homeless people on drugs involved in meth that go in there and cause
these fires and it’s a danger to not only themselves but the law enforcement and the safety personnel, as
well as our citizens. The trailers that burned down, we had a company take those down. We had four
other trailers that we identified that needed to be torn down. All four of them appeared to have been
abandoned for years. | want to thank our Code Enforcement Administrator Josh Mathias, as well as
Captain Schultz, our Fire Inspector. They did an outstanding job at getting on top of these things.
Captain Schulz had filed a number of fire code violations against them and they never appealed those. |
eventually authorized a tear down order. That got the company’s attention and they said they wanted to
save those. They had a deadline of February 20™. | worked with them and negotiated with them and
fully anticipated that they would file an injunction, probably on the 19% or the 20" to prevent anything
from being done. I'm happy to report that by the 19t all four trailers were torn down and there are
abandoned lots there now.

Mr. Milligan had the following comment:

Josh Mathias and Capt. Shultz did a phenomenal job when you look at the work they’re
doing in the city, and kind of started from the ground floor building up. I’'m thankful to have had the
opportunity to have worked with them in certain situations. They’re very diligent and they’re making a
lot of headway in this city for us.

Mr. McAbier had the following comment:
The fact that they ended up tearing down. That was a huge win for us with our
money being tight. We had the money sitting there budget-wise, but it would have been years to get it
back in taxes.



BOARD/COMMISSION REPORTS:

PLANNING COMMISSION........ccccccune MAYOR JOEL DAY

The Planning Commission normally would meet here on the 10™" of March but it appears we don’t
have anything to discuss, so we’ll probably be cancelling our March meeting and we’ll pick up where
we left off in April. I'll let Council know within the next couple of days.

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS......MR. RON MCABIER
The Board of Zoning Appeals will meet here in Council Chambers on March 10" at 5pm if there are
any variances to be heard.

AIRPORT COMMISSION......MR. DAN LANZER
The Airport Commission will be meeting on March 10" at 6pm in the Harry Clever Field Airport
Meeting Room.

PARK BOARD.....cccvieirier e, MR. BRIAN SEARS.......... NO REPORT
CEMETERY BOARD.......c..cocoveuee. MR. BRIAN SEARS........ NO REPORT
HEALTH BOARD .......ccovvcviviinnne. MR. TOM SIMMELINK

Last Wednesday Health Commissioner Nicole Bache presented their annual report on
communicable diseases. She’s going to present that to you here tonight. It’s interesting, there’s more
going on out there than you know. That came home to me this weekend, | went to a funeral of
somebody who died of Covid. Covid is still around and a lot of other bad stuff.

Health Commissioner Nichole Bache had the following report:
Good evening, I’'m here with Dana Fischio, The Director Public Health

Administration. We’'re here to present the City of New Philadelphia’s 2025 Communicable Disease
Report. Health Departments are required to study the prevalence of communicable diseases, and
ensure prompt diagnosis and treatment. This annual report fulfills that requirement and serves as our
comprehensive review of communicable disease trends throughout our jurisdiction. The 2025 report
has been published in digital format and is now available to the public on our website. In the essence of
time I’m going to just hit a few highlights for you tonight. On Page 7 it highlights the rate of change
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between 2024 and 2025. On this outline you can see our community had one of the most severe
influenza seasons in recent years. Lyme Disease cases also rose by 100% compared to 2024. In other
diseases we saw encouraging declines including Chlamydia rates that decreased by 35% and Hepatitis C
rates that declined by 36.4%. On page 8 you will find the demographic profile for the City of New
Philadelphia, sourced by the U.S. Census Bureau. This page provides important context about the
population we serve at the New Philadelphia City Health Department. A particular note is the increase
in uninsured residents that we have in our City. In 2024 9.6 percent of our residents were uninsured,
by 2025 that number had grown to 11.9%. Additionally the percentage of residents who identified as
Hispanic or Latino increased from 9.1% in 2024 to 11.3% in 2025. In a community our size that’s a
very large number. On page 12 we compare communicable disease trends in New Philadelphia with
those in Tuscarawas County as a whole. Excluding Covid, the top three trending diseases in both our
jurisdiction and the county have been Chlamydia, Hepatitis C, and Lyme Disease. When examining
these rates New Philadelphia’s rates for Chlamydia and Hepatitis are nearly double those of Tuscarawas
County as awhole. Conversely our Lyme Disease rate is slightly lower than that of the surrounding
county. Finally, I would like to draw your attention to Page 13. The top section highlights vaccination
rates over the past three years. Overall, vaccination rates have trended slightly lower in 2025.
Revision of childhood immunization guidelines along with differing messaging from national
organizations such as the CDC and American Academy of Pediatrics have resulted in public confusion.
Throughout this period our department has been committed in providing clear, evidence based
information to help families make informed healthcare decisions. Notably, total clinic visits in the City
of New Philadelphia increased by 13.9% over 2024. Even though our immunization rates were slightly
lower, overall use of our facility had increased, reflecting continued trust in our services. The final
section that I'd like to draw your attention to tonight is titled “Where do our Patients Come From”. In
2025 New Phila Health Department had the privilege of serving patients from 43 distinct zip codes
across the State of Ohio. While the majority of our patients, 63.2% reside in New Philadelphia, we also
service a significant number of individuals from neighboring communities, including residents of Dover
that make up about 15.2% of our patient’s population, while 6.2% of our patients come from the
Dennison/ Uhrichsville area, and an additional 9.1% from the surrounding county. 1 also found it
notably interesting that 6.3% of our total patients came from out of county to seek care at our clinic.

Mr. Milligan had the following question:
Is it a requirement for the Health Department to serve people outside of
the City?

Health Commissioner Bache:

It is not a requirement, certain services are allowed to be open to anyone
in the State of Ohio. Other services are jurisdictional only. We can’t enforce code on anyone outside of
the City, but anyone can come to our Health Department for services, as well as vital statistics and birth
and death certificates.

Mr. Simmelink had the following comment:

I had a question at the meeting that | got a surprising answer. We have a
bilingual person who works in that department. The traffic of the Hispanic Community in here has
declined significantly since the government started its deportation practice. Do you know the exact
number of the decline.

Health Commissioner Bache:
We have been told from the school nurses that last year they were
enrolling between 4 and 7 Hispanics a week, this year they feel like they’re maybe seeing that many a
month. | will make note that our Hispanic translator has been tremendous help for the City, and she’s
100% grant funded.

Mayor Day noted that the Hispanic Translator also helps the Code Administrator
and other departments in the City.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE .................. MR. STEVE RIPPETH
Mr. Rippeth had the following report:

On February 10" we held a budget work session that went for 2 to 2 and a half
hours. We were here talking and trying to make some headway. We are going to hold another one at
3:00pm on February 26 in Council Chambers. Any Councilmember who wants to be a part of the
discussions | encourage you to attend.
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PUBLIC WORKS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE...MR. DAN LANZER......NO REPORT

SAFETY, HEALTH, AND SERVICE COMMITTEE.....MR. TOM SIMMELINK............. NO REPORT

ZONING AND ANNEXATION COMMITTEE......MRS. CHERYL RAMOS............... NO REPORT

SALARY COMMITTEE.......ccsene. MR. KRIS KREINBIHL............. NO REPORT

PARKS AND CEMETERY COMMITTEE............... MR. BRIAN SEARS................ NO REPORT

SPECIAL AND CONTACT COMMITTEE.....MR. MIKE WALKER............. NO REPORT
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VISITOR’S COMMENTS
State Representative Jodi Salvo had the following comment:

It's a pleasure to be here this evening to see you conducting business.
| had the pleasure to talk to Mayor Day, and | stopped by first of all because | have not been
here in a while, so | can certainly let you know where we’re at in the legislature right now.
Right now we’re in the Capital Budget, and | sent out hopefully on day one as much as | could to
our community partners, so | look forward to seeing what projects are coming from here. | will
be working very closely to ensure we can support any efforts from Tuscarawas County. |
realize | have not been here since I've been in office so | do want to go over what I've been
working on. I’'m on four Committees right now. I'm the Vice Chair of Children and Human
Services. I'm also on Energy, Natural Resources, and Community Revitalization. There’s really
no place better than to be on Energy now with House Bill 15 and really try to make sure Ohio is




the Powerhouse. Children and Human Services is my heartbeat right now, I come from a social
service background. | have about 7 pieces of legislation dealing with mental health and
addiction and recovery. Some of those are increasing workforce in those areas and others are
increasing health screenings. | am the co-chair on the Aging Committee, working on how we
address aging in Ohio. Quite a bit of legislation on workforce development, and quite a few
from constituents. | am here and I’'m available, I'm in Columbus a couple days a week but I'm
easy to get ahold of. | also came because of the question about the abolition of property tax, the
ballot initiative. |1 know people are frustrated so | want you to hear | understand the
frustration. | also want you to know when | went into office, before | was sworn in, we were
talking about the issues that were most important in Ohio, property tax was number 1. Itisa
complicated system, and there is no perfect piece of legislation. Five pieces of legislation have
been signed by Governor Dewine and they will give relief in July. We are not done, | just
printed out the Agenda for Ways and Means on Wednesday and there’s more legislation on
property tax. What we passed this past year should provide relief. Abolishing property tax
would leave a whole. Some people say to raise sales tax or increase income tax. There is nota
state that does not have property tax. Property taxes fund everything we most care about.
Please know that this is a primary focus in our legislature.

Mrs. Ramos had the following comment:
A lot of my ward, including myself are seniors and we have our homes paid for.
Of the relief that has been passed so far, is there one for seniors?

Representative Salvo:
The only one for seniors yet is Piggyback Homestead Relief, so what the State
provided on exemptions for our elderly and our seniors, our local communities can do a
piggyback off of that.

Mrs. Ramos,
| was wondering about the Homestead, hopefully an increase in that. |
know that’s a hot topic. People don’t understand property taxes. | just paid my property tax
bill, it was 9% with no new levies.

COUNCIL COMMENTS ....covseoneineen .. NONE

READING OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCES NONE

RESOLUTIONS: NONE



UNFINISHED OR OLD BUSINESS: NONE

NEW BUSINESS: NONE

With no other business to discuss Mr. Lanzer motioned to adjourn at 8:53 PM.

CLERK OF COUNCIL

Julie Courtright

APPROVED

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL

Don Kemp
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