
AREGULAR MEETING OFTHECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITY OFBECKLEY CONVENED AT
5:30PMONFEBRUARY 3, 2026, INCOUNCIL CHAMBERS ANDVIAWEB-X.  

PRESENT:  Mayor RyanNeal, CityManager Phillip Jarrell, Recorder Treasurer Evan Dewey, Mayor &  
CityManager’sExecutive Assistant Susan Miller, andCityAttorney BillFile.  Council Members:  Janine
Bullock, KipBuchanan, FrankWilliams, Natalie Coots, Nancy Shoemaker-Dinges, andCody Reedy.  The
following Cityemployees were present:  ITDirector LukeMiller, ITTechnician Keith Carter, BPDChief
Dean Bailey, ChiefCode Enforcement Officer Donald Morgan, ChiefEdThompson ofBFD, Director of
Board ofPublic Works (BPW) MikeBolen, Beckley Events Director TrishMorgan, andDirector ofParks &  
Recreation Leslie Baker. ABSENT:  Sherrie Hunter.  

TheMayor ledinthePledge ofAllegiance followed byprayer byCouncilman Williams.   

Thepublic hadtheoption tojointhemeeting inperson, listenbyWEB-Xfromtheircomputer,  

orlistenbyphone, using theweblink orphone number provided thedayofthemeeting onthe

City’swebpage atBeckley.orgortheCity’sFacebook page.  

TheMayor called themeeting toorderat5:30p.m.  TheMayor said that there wasaquorum.  

Council dispensed with thereading oftheminutes fromJanuary 20, 2026, Regular Council

Meeting, copies ofwhichhadbeen distributed toeachmember.  Council unanimously

approved theminutes aswritten onamotion byCouncilman Williams andseconded by

Councilwoman Coots.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  TheMayor announced thatifcalling byphone, dial *3toraiseyour

hand.  Ifconnected bycomputer, click the “hand icon” onyourparticipant’spanel.   

TheMayor asked ifanyone wasonline requesting tospeak.  There werenoonline speakers.   

Mary West said theCity needs tounifyandsupport oneanother.  Sheinvited everyone tojoin

thheronFebruary 12 totour theState Capital andtalktolocal legislators. ShesaidCaptain Liz

oftheSalvation Armywillbedriving abustotheState Capital ifanyone needs transportation.   

TomMoseley thanked Councilman Williams forhishelpingetting illegal dumping cleaned up

inWard III.  Hesaid thathehopesCouncil wasreceptive totheemail hesent them regarding

making thepublic aware ofcertain ordinances, laws, etc.   

NextwereBriefComments fromtheMayor, Council Members, andtheCityManager.     

Councilwoman Bullock saidsheattended theWVMunicipal League Legislative Session last

week andthanked Susan forhelping herpreregister fortheconference andbookherhotel

reservations.  ShesaidMayor Goodwin ofCharleston, invited herandCityManager Jarrell to

visit.  Shealong withallCouncil members thanked theBoard ofPublic Works (BPW) for

plowing thesnow during therecent snowstorm.  Shealso thanked BPWforpicking upthe

garbage onSpringdale.  Councilwoman Bullock expressed excitement andappreciation for

beingvoted toserveontheLRA.  SheandallCouncil members welcomed thenewEvents

Director, TrishMorgan.  Councilman Buchanan thanked theBPW andwelcomed Trish.   

thCouncilman Williams invited everyone toattend HeartofGodMinistries onFebruary 15 at

3:00p.m. foritsBlack History Program.  Councilman Williams saidtheCityandCouncil

needs toworkasateamandremember that together everyone achieves more.  Councilwoman

Coots agreed.  TheMayor introduced Events Director TrishMorgan.  CityManager Jarrell

thanked thestaff fortheirwork.   



ENACTMENT OFORDINANCES: Mr. Filesaidthat tonight isthefirst reading ofthe

ordinance titled, “AnOrdinance Creating Chapter 15, Article III, Section 401-413 (:Land

Reuse Agency”) OfTheCodified Ordinances OfTheCityOfBeckley, WestVirginia”. He

saidthat thishasbeen discussed numerous timesbyCouncil andtheordinance lists thenames

ofthemembers serving ontheLRA.  Hesaid thatLand Reuse Agencies areoneofthetools

thatmunicipalities andcounties mayusetofacilitate thereturn ofvacant, abandoned, andtax- 

delinquent properties toproductive use, andareauthorized bytheWestVirginia Land Reuse

Agency Act, W.VaCode31-18E-1etseq.  Mr. Filesaid thesecond reading ofthisordinance

thwillbeduring thenextCouncil meeting onFebruary 17.  Councilman Reedy madeamotion

toadopt theordinance andCouncilwoman Bullock seconded themotion.  TheMayor asked if

anymember ofCouncil hadanyquestions orcomments.  Councilwoman Bullock said thatshe

isexcited togetstarted.  Therewerenoother comments.  Council unanimously approved the

ordinance which ishereby incorporated intothese minutes.   



ADOPTION OFRESOLUTIONS:  TheMayor read theresolution bytitle,   

Resolution Authorizing NRGRDA ToPrepare & Submit ARequest ForCertification OfA

BuildWVDistrict OnBehalfOfTheCityOfBeckley”.  CityManager Jarrell said thisisa

program bytheStateofWVwhereas ifoneisconstructing housing orcommercial buildings,  

onecangettaxincentives andseveral other things including taxcredits attheendoftheyear.   

Hesaid that theNRGRDA hascompleted thehousing study that isrequired forBuildWV.   

CityManager Jarrell said this iswhyheasked NRGRDA toapply for thisfor theCityof

Beckley.  Hesaidacurrent project, Hargrove Apartments, isaBuildWVProject.  However, it

fallsunder Fayetteville.  Hesaid theCityofBeckley’sBuildWVwillhaveatwenty-mile

radius restriction.  Mr. Jarrell said thatheishopeful that future construction projects work

with theNRGRDA.  Mr. Jarrell said thatheisrequesting Council’sapproval onthis

application.  HesaidBuildWV’swebsite should beabletoanswer anyquestions.  Josephine

Moore, Policy & Government Outreach Coordinator forNRGRDA, spoke.  Shesaid that this

isspecifically forhousing duetoahousing shortage.  Nicholas, Summers, Fayette, and

Raleigh Counties were included inthehousing study thatNRGRDA performed.  BuildWVis

trying toassist withthehousing shortage.  Shesaiditoffers taxcredits andtaxexemptions for

areas thathavebeen designated asaBuild WVdistrict.  Shesaid thatifthisresolution is

passed, itwillallow NRGRDA tocompile all thenecessary pieces tosubmit theapplication

fortheCity.  Summersville, Fayetteville, andHinton areallBuildWVdistricts.  Ms. Moore

said thisresolution doesn’trequire anymoney fromtheCity, it’ssimply asking forapproval to

initiate theprocess.  Councilman Williams madeamotion toaccept theresolution whichwas

seconded byCouncilman Reedy.  TheMayor asked ifthere wereanyquestions orcomments.   

There werenone.    



Council unanimously approved the “Resolution Authorizing NRGRDA ToPrepare & Submit

ARequest ForCertification OfABuildWVDistrict OnBehalf OfTheCityOfBeckley”  

which isincorporated intothese minutes.    



Next, Mr. Filereadbytitle, “Resolution Approving AnIntergovernmental Agreement

Between TheRaleigh County Commission, TheCityOfBeckley, AndTheRaleigh County

Solid Waste Authority”.  Mr. Filesaid this isanannual resolution that theCityhasadopted for

several years.  Hesaiditallows forproper disposal ofdemolition waste fromthedemolition of

abandoned buildings intheCity.  Councilman Reedy madeamotion toaccept theresolution

which wasseconded byCouncilman Williams.  TheMayor asked ifthere wereanyquestions

orcomments.  There werenone.  Council unanimously approved theresolution which is

hereby incorporated intothese minutes.    



OLDBUSINESS:  There wasnooldbusiness.   

NEW BUSINESS:  CityManager Jarrell said that2-hour freeparking intheS.  

Fayette/McCreery Street parking lotwasdiscussed during therecent Workshop. Hesaid that

seventy-fourspaces arethere andthirty-fivearerented.  Hewould liketomove thethirty-five

rented spaces toonesideoftheparking lotandmake therestoftheparking lot2-hour free

parking.  Councilman Reedy said thismaytakesome timetoworkon.  Councilman Reedy

madeamotion totable this item.  Councilwoman Coots seconded themotion which was

unanimously approved byCouncil.    

NextontheAgenda wasapproval oftheOpioid Funding Guidelines ForTheFirstYear.  City

Manager Jarrell saidthatCouncil hastheguidelines intheirbinder including thechanges he

recommends.  Council wasalsogiven anOpioid Settlement Grant Template tobeused for

yearonedisbursement, andaletterhewants tosendtotherespondents oftheoriginal request

foropioid funds.  Heexpressed appreciation toCouncil andtheOpioid Advisory Panel

regarding theOpioid funds. CityManager Jarrell explained eachoftheguidelines.   

Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess made amotion toapprove theOpioid Funding Guidelines

ForYearOne, theOpioid Settlement Grant Template YearOneDisbursement, andtheletter

Mr. Jarrell intends tosendtotherespondents oftheoriginal request foropioid funds.   

Councilwoman Coots seconded themotion.  TheMayor asked ifthere wereanyquestions or

comments.  Councilman Williams said theWorkshops regarding opioid funds werehelpful.   

Councilwoman Coots thanked themembers whoserved ontheAdvisory Panel.  There wereno

other comments.    



Council unanimously approved theOpioid Funding Guidelines.  Theguidelines are

incorporated intothese minutes.    

EXECUTIVE SESSION TODISCUSS POTENTIAL LAWSUIT.    



Council unanimously approved entering intoExecutive Session todiscuss potential litigation

onamotion byCouncilman Reedy seconded byCouncilman Williams.  Council entered into

Executive Session at6:00p.m.   Council unanimously approved returning totheRegular

Council Meeting onamotion byCouncilman Williams seconded byCouncilwoman

Shoemaker-Dingess at6:22p.m. TheMayor said, asalways, during Executive Session, no

votes were taken andnodecisions weremade.  JosieMoore asked ifshecould quickly clarify

something regarding BuildWV.  TheMayor saidyes.  Josie saidthatBuildWVisspecifically

forhousing, itisnotforcommercial development.  Itisspecifically forprojects tiedto

housing andtheindividual projects areapproved attheState level.  Shesaid that there are

opportunities attheCityandCounty level fornegotiations tolower rates forB&Otaxes.   

Council andtheMayor thanked Josie forbeing here.   

With there being nofurther business todiscuss, theMayor adjourned themeeting at6:27p.m.  

onamotion byCouncilwoman Coots andseconded byCouncilman Reedy.    

Mayor CityManager


