
AREGULAR MEETING OFTHECOMMON
COUNCIL OFTHECITY OFBECKLEY CONVENED
AT5:30PMONMARCH 03, 2026, INCOUNCIL
CHAMBERS ANDVIAWEB-X.  

PRESENT:  Mayor RyanNeal, CityManager Phillip
Jarrell, Mayor, CityManager’sExecutive Assistant
Susan Miller, Recorder Treasurer Evan Dewey, andCity
Attorney BillFile.  Council Members:  Janine Bullock,  
KipBuchanan, FrankWilliams, Natalie Coots, Nancy
Shoemaker-Dinges, Sherrie Hunter andCody Reedy.   
Thefollowing Cityemployees were present:  ITDirector
LukeMiller, ITTechnician Keith Carter, BPDChief
Dean Bailey, Code Official/FireMarshal Chris Graham,  
ChiefEdThompson ofBFD, Director ofBoard ofPublic
Works (BPW) MikeBolen, Beckley Events Director
TrishMorgan.  ABSENT: Director ofParks &  
Recreation LeslieBaker

TheMayor ledinthePledge of

Allegiance followed byprayer ledby

Pastor SamPeterson ofFaith Community

Church.  Thepublic hadtheoption tojoin

themeeting inperson, listenbyWEB-X

fromtheircomputer, orlisten byphone,  

using theweblink orphone number

provided thedayofthemeeting onthe

City’swebpage atBeckley.orgorthe

City’sFacebook page.  

TheMayor called themeeting toorderat

5:30p.m.  TheMayor reminded speakers

tospeak directly intothemicrophone in

order tobeheard ontherecording.  The

Mayor said thatthere wasaquorum.  

Council dispensed with thereading ofthe

minutes fromFebruary 17, 2026, Regular

Council Meeting, copiesofwhich had

beendistributed toeachmember.  Council

unanimously approved theminutes as

written onamotion byCouncilman



Buchanan andseconded by

Councilwoman Hunter.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  TheMayor

announced thatifcalling byphone, dial

3toraiseyourhand.  Ifconnected by

computer, click the “hand icon” onyour

participant’spanel.   

TheMayor asked ifanyone wasonline

requesting tospeak.  There wereno

online speakers.  Mary West requested

cameras beinstalled onLarew Avenue

duetodrivers speeding. Tom Moseley

saidspeeding isanissue onHullStreet.   

Amanda Hammons oftheBeckley Day

Report Center updated Council with

supporting dataonitsprogress since it

opened onDecember 1, 2024. She

thanked theCity foritssupport.   

NextwereBriefComments from the

Mayor, Council Members, and theCity

Manager.     

Councilwoman Bullock thanked City

Manager Jarrell andCityAttorney Mr.  

Filefor theirworkontheLRAandsaid

thecertificate wasreceived establishing

theLRA.  Shesaid sheanticipates the

EastBeckley PostOffice opening soon.   

Councilwoman Bullock told

Councilwoman Hunter thatshedidagood



jobspeaking todayattheRotary Club

meeting.   

Councilman Buchanan thanked theBoard

ofPublic Works forthework theyhave

beendoing topatch potholes intheCity

andsaid thatQueen AnnDrive (near

Walmart andBridgeport Equipment &  

Tools) needs attention astheroad isfull

ofpotholes.  Heasked when thetentative

opening dateisforthegolfcourse at

stBlack Knight.  TheMayor saidApril1.   

Councilman Buchanan thanked City

Manager Jarrell forhishelp recently on

taking careofemails.  Herecently visited

adogpark inOakHillandsaidhehopes

toseeoneinBeckley soon.   Councilman

Williams thanked thedepartment heads

fortheirworkandthanked Council for

working together. Councilwoman

Shoemaker-Dingess saidspeeding on

Woodlawn Avenue isanissue andthat

thepotholes intheCityneedattention as

soonaspossible.  Councilwoman Coots

said thatshethinks things aremoving in

therightdirection fortheCity.  She

presented ashort reading on “Noticing the

Good” andencouraged everyone tonotice

thatwhich isgood.    



TheMayor said thatGovernor Morrisey

willbeattheTamarack tomorrow at

noon.  Hesaid theFuture Forward event

thisApril 8 attheBeckley Raleigh County

Convention Center. Councilwoman

Hunter said theNational DayofPrayer is

thfrom8a.m. – 7p.m. onMay7 and

thanked Beckley Events Director, Trish

Morgan forreaching outtoherregarding

this.  Shesaid thetimeisapproaching to

submit forthecurbside recycling grant

which isuptoamaximum of $150K.  She

saidMr. Kizer’sfence inWardVis

partially down.  Shesaid thatMark Baker

andCandy Cozort toldherthat theCity is

welcome toplaceanopanhandling

signage onhisproperty. Councilman

Reedy saidthatQueen AnnDrive needs

repaired.  Hesaiditisgreat toseeWVU

Tech interns working intheCity. He

thanked President Stuart andCity

Manager Jarrell forworking tomake this

happen.  CityManager Jarrell thanked the

staffandthanked department heads for

working ontheir budgets.    

ENACTMENT OFORDINANCES:  

There were noordinances.  

ADOPTION OFRESOLUTIONS:   

There werenoresolutions.    



OLDBUSINESS:  Nextwasdiscussion

onpanhandling signage.  CityManager

Jarrell said thatheisworking with the

DOHtotrytogetapproval forthe

signage theCityhasregarding

panhandling.  Hesaidanapplication has

been submitted togettheoverpass near

Captain D’sonRobert C. ByrdDrive

painted.  Ononesideitwillread “NRG

Towns” andtheCity logowillbeonthe

other side.   

NEW BUSINESS:  CityManager Jarrell

saidonebidwasreceived foranewtriple

combination pumper-firetruck forthe

BFD andhewould liketoputthisoutfor

rebidding.  Nextwastheapproval of

Mutual AidAgreement/Memorandum of

Understanding Between TheCityOf

Beckley FireDepartment AndBeckley

Water Company.  ChiefThompson said

that thisMOU formalizes aninformal

agreement thathasbeen inplace forsome

time.  Itsimply allows BFDtorespond to

calls regarding hazardous materials and

Beckley Water Company will reimburse

theBFDforthecostofallmaterials,  

response supplies andexpendables used

during anyresponse toBeckley Water

facilities, asitemized bytheBFD.   

Council unanimously approved the



motion toapprove theMutual Aid

Agreement/MOU byCouncilman Reedy

seconded byCouncilwoman Shoemaker- 

Dingess.  AcopyoftheMOUis

incorporated into theseminutes.  



Nextontheagenda wasapproval ofa

Memorandum OfUnderstanding Between

TheWVLandTrust, Inc. AndTheCity

OfBeckley, Raleigh County, WV.   

Beckley Outdoor Economic Development



Director Mitch Lehman said that this

MOUisarenewal oftheMOU from

2023. Thisagreement expires in2years.   

Itcovers the613.24acresofPineycreek

Preserve which wasannexed into theCity

andallows Beckley tocommit resources

toprotect, develop, andmanage the

property.  Council unanimously approved

theMOU onamotion byCouncilwoman

Coots seconded byCouncilman Reedy.   

TheMOUisincorporated intothese

minutes.  



Next, CityManager Jarrell saidhewould

liketohaveaWorkshop onTuesday,  

thMarch 10 at5:30p.m. todiscuss atraffic

studyonRt. 3.  Councilwoman Coots said

that theintersection onRt. 3isthefifty- 

fourth most dangerous intersection in

WV.  Hesaid thathewill invite Jina

Belcher, Executive Director of

NRGRDA, andJohnTuggle, Executive

Director ofRegion 4Planning &  

Development Council. Healsosuggested

tha Workshop onThursday, March 12 at

5:30p.m. todiscuss theFY2026-2027

Budget. Council agreed that these

Workshops areneeded.       



EXECUTIVE SESSION.  At6:02p.m.  

Council unanimously agreed toenter into

Executive Session regarding apersonnel

issueonamotion byCouncilman Reedy

seconded byCouncilman Williams.  At

6:42Council unanimously agreed toenter

back intotheRegular Council meeting on

amotion byCouncilwoman Coots

seconded byCouncilman Williams.  The

Mayor said thatnovotes were taken and

nodecisions weremadeduring Executive

Session.  With there being nofurther

business todiscuss, theMayor adjourned

themeeting at6:43p.m. onamotion by

Councilwoman Hunter andseconded by

Councilman Buchanan.    

Mayor
CityManager


