
Planning & Development Services
5280 Northwest Drive Bellingham, WA  98226

PDS@co.whatcom.wa.us
360-778-5900

MEETING
Surface Mining Advisory Committee

Hybrid Meeting: Zoom (details below) and 
NW Annex Conference Room

Whatcom County Planning and Development Services
5280 Northwest Drive, Bellingham, WA 98226

Date: February 25th, 2026
Time: 3:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Whatcom County PDS is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Individuals who require special assistance to participate in the meetings are asked to 
contact Lucas Clark at Lclark@whatcomCounty.us at least 24 hours in advance.
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81887836179?pwd=aGhoalpCM2luVUNnSndKbXFmRktDUT09 

Meeting ID: 818 8783 6179 
Passcode: 427243 

--- 

One tap mobile 
+12532158782,,81887836179#,,,,*427243# US (Tacoma) 
+12532050468,,81887836179#,,,,*427243# US 

--- 

Dial by your location 
• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
Meeting ID: 818 8783 6179 
Passcode: 427243 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81887836179?pwd=aGhoalpCM2luVUNnSndKbXFmRktDUT09


Planning & Development Services
5280 Northwest Drive Bellingham, WA  98226

PDS@co.whatcom.wa.us
360-778-5900

TO: Surface Mining Advisory 
Committee 

FROM: Lucas Clark, Planner II

DATE: February 25, 2026

SUBJECT: Meeting Agenda

1. Roll call/Determination of Quorum

2. Agenda Review & Approval

3. Review/Approval of Summary from 1/28/26

4. Open session for the public to speak on surface mining issues

5. Industry/staff reports on Mining Industry News

6. Review and approval of Business Rules

7. Old Business

a) Public Noticing options/requirements for CUPs & ADM

b) Ongoing Best Available Data on current mine production/reserves 

c) Heat Map update
d) Update on potential Ryan Ransavage presentation on MRL designation 
and processes and geology in other counties

8. New Business

a) ADA Zoom compliance 

9. Adjourn 

Attachments:
1. Meeting Summary January 28th, 2025
2. Business Rules



Attachment #1

Planning & Development Services
5280 Northwest Drive Bellingham, WA  98226

PDS@co.whatcom.wa.us
360-778-5900

TO: Surface Mining Advisory 
Committee 

FROM: Lucas Clark, Planner II

DATE: January 28, 2026

SUBJECT: Meeting Agenda

1. Roll call/Determination of Quorum - Yes
2. Agenda Review & Approval - Yes
3. Election of Chair and Vice Chair - Yes
4. Review/Approval of Summary from 12/4/25 - Approved
5. Open session for the public to speak on surface mining issues
6. Industry/staff reports on Mining Industry News
7. Old Business

a) Updated Mineral Resource Study
b) Review MRL Designation Criteria
c) Discuss streamlining the process for moving MRL-designated lands to 
production, including evaluation of current permitting timelines and possible 
improvements.

8. New Business
a)

9. Adjourn 4:28

Whatcom County Surface Mining Area Committee (SMAC)

Attendance Sheet
Date:  January 28th, 2025
Location:  Zoom and Northwest Annex Conference Room @ Whatcom County Planning and 



Development Services office at 5280 Northwest Dr, Bellingham, WA 98226
Start Time:  3:00PM 
Quorum:  Yes X   No___

Attendees – Members Affiliation Present
Vacant Civil or geotechnical engineer with no 

direct or indirect financial business ties 
to the industry

Ryan Devries Surface mining material user X

Mr. John Byers Geologist X

Mr. Lane Stremler Chair Citizen who lives in close proximity to 
active mining or mineral overlay areas

X

Brent Cowden Member of the surface mining industry X

Mr. Jordan Van Werven Member of the surface mining industry X

Kathleen Greenbaum Forestry X

Carl Isom-McDaniel Potable domestic groundwater supply X

Vacant Ecologist
Vacant Environmental Consultant
Vacant Agriculture
Elected OF

Staff
Lucas Clark X

Andy Weiser X

Public

Key takeaways

Stremler was re-elected as Chair and Isom-McDaniel as Vice Chair for the Surface Mining 
Advisory Committee



House Bill 2454 was discussed, which would change the size requirements for sites subject to 
the Surface Mining Act from 3 to 7 acres

The committee discussed a proposed code change regarding vertical mine expansions

Members debated whether vertical mine expansions should require a full Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP) process or could be handled through Administrative (ADM) revisions

PDS is working on updating mineral resource data and awaiting a "heat map" of mineral 
resources from the consultant

Next steps

Wiser (Whatcom County staff): Look into public noticing options (including but not limited to 
public comment or public notice requirements) for ADM (Administrative Use Permit) permit 
revisions related to Surface Mines, and report back to the committee.

Cowden: Update and compile the best available data on current mine production/reserves, 
including following up with operators and using available annual mining sheets, and present a 
more accurate estimate at the next meeting.

Clark (Whatcom County staff): Follow up with the consultant/contractor to obtain the draft 
heat map and, once received, send it out to the committee.

Van Werven: Reach out to Ryan Ransavage (Miles Sand and Gravel geologist) to arrange for him 
to provide input or a presentation to the committee on MRL designation processes and geology 
in other counties.

Stremler: Obtain and share updated cost estimates/quotes for updating the Mineral Resource 
Study (MRL study) before the committee considers formally requesting an update.

Summary
Mining Operations Consolidation Update

The meeting began with a roll call to confirm a quorum, and the agenda was reviewed, 
including the election of chair and vice chair. Lane Stremler was elected as chair, and Carl Isom-
McDaniel as vice chair. The group approved the meeting summary from December 4, 2025. 

During the open session, Weiser provided an update on mining industry news, specifically 
regarding a proposed consolidation of mining operations on the Buren Road complex, where 
multiple owners would combine their permits under Miles.



SEPA Determinations 

Greenbaum inquired about the distribution list for SEPA determinations and discovered they 
had not issued a SEPA determination, prompting a discussion about the process for reviewing 
applications. 

ADM Revision/2025 Code Amendments

Mine Expansion Permitting Process

The group discussed the permitting process for mine expansions, particularly focusing on 
whether vertical expansions should be treated as ADM revisions or require conditional use 
permits. The discussion revealed confusion about the origins of the current permitting process. 
Staff explained that in 2014, the county switched from administrative to conditional use 
permits for new and expanding mines, as recommended by the SMAC. The conversation 
included the discussion of the Hearing Examiner's recent decision, which supported treating 
vertical expansions as new permits rather than revisions.

The group debated whether public comment should be required for such expansions, with 
concerns raised about opening existing operations to new public scrutiny. Cowden shared that 
several mining companies would benefit from streamlined processes for vertical expansions, 
while Byers suggested that public comment could actually be beneficial for transparency.

Gravel Pit Expansion Permit Discussion

The group discussed concerns about a gravel pit's expansion, particularly regarding public 
comment periods and environmental impacts. Cowden expressed reservations about reopening 
the facility to public comment, while Wiser noted that existing mining operations already have 
use permits that would remain valid regardless of new permit applications, though they must 
file annual surface mine registration fees. They debated the distinction between vertical and 
horizontal mining operations, with Stremler suggesting that while vertical mining should be 
addressed, existing operations shouldn't face new public comment requirements. Wiser 
clarified that mining permits typically don't have expiration dates like other types of permits, 
though there are requirements for annual fees and registration

Clark clarified two routes for potential code amendments to the ADM code. The first was to 
have County Council docket a development regulation amendment during the yearly review of 
the docket on or about March 1st. That would give PDS the ability to assign staff and time to 
review the code changes with the SMAC, then take the proposed changes to the PC, and 



eventually County Council. The other potential route is for the SMAC to review the code, and 
prepare a report to share with PC and potentially the County Council.

Adjourn: 4:28
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