
 
 

8200 BAYSIDE ROAD, P.O. BOX 400 CHESAPEAKE BEACH, MARYLAND 20732 

(410) 257-2230 (301) 855-8398 

-    

                            

 

        TOWN COUNCIL INFORMATIONAL              

   WORK SESSION AGENDA 

                    April 7, 2026 

    Starting at 6:00 PM 

 

 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

 

 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 

III. Informational discussion on the following: 

1. Budget Discussions 

• General Fund 

• Mitigation Fund 

• Water Reclamation and Treatment Plant Fund 

           2. Election Board Briefing – Randy Getman 

• Election Board Appointment – A. Flores 

3. SHA Updates 

   4. Rail Trail Expansion – Concept Plans 

   5. Home Occupations Discussion 

   6. Right of Way / Easement Discussion 

IV. Adjournment 
 



















































7 April 2026

Town Council Work Session

From:  Election Committee

READ AHEAD
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To:  Town Council Members

• Please review slides prior to 7 April Work Session.
• If you have question during your home review, don’t 

wait, feel free to contact Randy Getman.  
rgetman@chesapeakebeachmd.gov

• Election Committee will be present at work session 
to answer any additional questions in person.
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Need Town Council Decisions
1. Choose Option:  

• Town Run Election – 
Contractor Support

or
• County Run Election –

on County Ballot

2. Add Multiple Election 
Days?
• Yes or No 
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Committee Unanimous
Recommendation

Committee 50/50 Split

3.  Assign Board of Elections to draft/propose changes
      to Town Charter/Code that reflect decisions.



What Went Wrong!
• 5 Sep 2024 State directed Counties (statewide) not to support 

Municipal Elections.
• No Poll Books loaded with Town/State Registry. 
• No DS-200 Scanner & Tabulator.  
• No ability to print Voter Authority Cards (VACs)  

• Voter lines remained long throughout Election Day
• Check-in laptops were the choke point

• Replacement Laptops (4) not linked together like poll books
• Unable to print (VACs).  Voter & Judge filled in by hand
• Processed ~135 voters per hour (~1min 45sec per voter).  In 13-hour 

Election Day we processed 1693 voters and another 80 were sent to 
provisional table.

• Voter wait time varied,  40 to 70 minutes
• Unsure how many voters decided not to vote because of lines.  Some 

left and came back (several times), some did not come back.
• Rented DS-200 Scanner & Tabulator from a contractor.

Impact on Town Nov 2024 Election
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Summary of MD Election Law HB 322
Municipal Elections Administration

Signed by Governor on 4/22/2025
• Authorizes State Administrator to

• Sign Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
Municipality to support their Elections.

• Lease Voting System and Other Equipment to 
Municipality in accordance with MOU

• Alters provisions for adding Municipal Offices/ 
Questions to County/State/Federal Ballot
• Changes request deadline from 18 to 9 months 

before deadline to file certificate of candidacy for 
election 

• Adds certifying that Town deadlines and 
procedures for voter registration and voting are 
consistent with State and County

Supports
Town Run 

- MOU

Supports
County 

Run
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Election Committee Actions
1. Reviewed Tasking and Initial Draft Options
2. Established Team Share Drive.
3. Conducted research to gather information.
4. Created “Request for Information” (RFI) file to track 

information.
5. Created Election Committee Values Ranking sheet.
6. Expanded RFI questions based on discussions.
7. Looked at other Municipalities.
8. Looked at North Beach.
9. Refined/Narrowed options based on RFI answers.
10. Created Pros and Cons for each Option.
11. Committee voted on Recommendations.
12. Provide Read Ahead Brief for future Town Council Work 

Session.
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Supporting Information

Gathered through 
Request for Information (RFI) 

Process
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Options
Town Run Election – Contractor Support
• Continue to hold our own Election by leasing equipment and support from 

contractor.  Keep November Election Day.  
• Option to Add Multiple Election Days 
• Contractor’s private Pollbooks linked together, use Registry .xlsx file from County, 

print VACs.
• Contractor’s Scanner and scannable paper ballots.

Town Run Election – MOU with State
• Continue to hold our own Election with State equipment support. 

• Sign MOU with State Administrator and lease equipment (pollbooks, linked, 
town/state registry, printer for VACs, scanner).

• Move our election outside 60-day prior to or after statewide election.
• Town procures our own ballots through contractor.

County Run Election
• Include Town Election on County Ballot

• Candidates file with County. File State Disclosure.   
• Registered Voters can participate in County’s Early Voting, Mail-in Ballot Voting, and 

Election Day Voting at their assigned precinct.
• Same Day Registration available for Town residents.
• Town Board of Elections has no control.  Election is run by County.
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Town Run Election – Contractor Support
PROs

• Contractor Pollbooks (Electec) with 
installed Town .xlsx registry linked 
together to prevent duplicate 
voting.

• Voter Authority Card (VAC) easily 
printed from pollbook for voter to 
review and sign.

• Town BOE maintains control
• Candidate process, campaign 

finance, absentee process, 
provisional process, reporting 
results, recount process.

• Election time-line same

• Absentee Ballots received can be 
entered into pollbook to prevent 
duplicate votes.  1-day cutoff.

• Contractor support
• Pollbooks, scanner, ballots, 

onsite technicians.

CONs

• Need qualified BOE Chair
• Randy may step back

• County has 70% to our 41% voter turnout by 
adding Early voting and increased mail-in ballots.
• Town could add multiple election days.

• Absentee Voters tracked separately in .xlsx file
• Absentee ballots issued, absentee ballots 

received and election day votes are typed 
into a modified registry .xlsx file to prevent 
duplicate votes. 

• No Access to entire state registry.
•  State registry would make it Easy to identify 

voter not within town limits and voters 
registered under a previous MD address.

• Require County assistance to canvas provisional 
applications.  
• Missing Same Day Registration from County 

election.
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RFIs – Contractor Support - Town Run Election
Note:  Multiple contractors (at least 3) may be capable of providing pollbooks 
that meet our needs.  Committee focused on Electec because others involved 
in bidding process for County/State contracts.  Maryland Municipal League 
(MML) identified Electec as a contractor that has supported at least 28 other 
Maryland Municipalities for their election needs in the past.  North Beach is 
using Electec in November 2026 .

Zoom Call with Electec 03/02/2026 at 6pm (Recorded event)

• Pollbook (computer using Advocate software) that can be loaded with our 
Town registry based on excel file we get from County.  As many as 10 
computers can be networked together using ethernet cables (must be in 
same room).  Synchronization almost instantly.  Printer for each computer 
can print VACs (voter name & address & signature space).  Absentee ballots 
issued can be added to pollbook registry up to the day prior. 

• Hart Scanner/Tabulator and scannable ballots.

• Can provide onsite Election Day Assistance.

• Can support Multiple Election Days
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Town Run Election – MOU With State
PROs

• Pollbooks with installed Town and 
entire State registry linked together 
to prevent duplicate voting.  
Scanner.

• Voter Authority Card (VAC) easily 
printed from pollbook for voter to 
review and sign.

• Access to entire state registry 
makes it Easy to identify voter not 
within town limits and voters 
registered under a previous MD 
address.

• Town BOE maintains control
• Candidate process, campaign 

finance, absentee process, 
provisional process, reporting 
results, recount process

CONs
• Need qualified BOE Chair

• Randy may step back
• Must Change date of Town Election 

Day.  
• Voter turnout for other 

Municipalities not voting same 
day as County was less than 12%.

• Absentee Voters tracked separately in 
.xlsx file
• Absentee ballots issued, 

absentee ballots received and 
election day votes are typed into a 
modified registry .xlsx file to 
prevent duplicate votes. 

• State does not provide onsite 
technicians or scannable ballots.

• Require County assistance to canvas 
provisional applications.  Missing 
Same Day Registration from County 
election.

11



RFIs – MOU with State - Town Run Election
• What are terms of MOU to lease MD pollbooks?  Don’t really know all the details.  

For now, the best information we have is the state’s updated “Appendix C – 
Municipal Election Questionnaire” and information from North Beach.  Key 
points:
• Sign MOU with State Administrator to Lease Equipment 
• Move Town election outside 60-day prior to or after statewide election.
• State told North Beach:

• No Pollbooks due to limited availability (NB inside 60-day window).
• Scanner possible with MOU
• Town must procure their own ballots
• County to provide Registered Voter List via Excel file and/or paper copy.
• No onsite election day assistance.

• Examples of other municipalities not voting same day as county election:
Date Town Active Voters Voted Voter Turnout County Elec Day

5/6/2025 City Havre De Grace 12,333 1,402 11.4% No
5/6/2025 Town of Mount Airy 7,211 500 6.9% No

11/4/2025 Town of Bel Air 8,159 925 11.3% No
11/4/2025 City of Aberdeen 12,802 995 7.8% No

5/5/2025 City of Taneytown 5,558 366 6.6% No
11/5/2024 Town of Chesapeake Beach 4,663 1,914 41.0% Yes
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County Run Election
PROs
• Increased Voting Opportunity

• Early Voting, Same Day 
Registration, Mail-in 
Ballot, Election Day at 
assigned precinct.

• Town Charter/Code may be 
able to dictate some 
requirements

• Candidate qualifications
• Campaign finance rules
• No petition with 

signatures required.
• Town BOE may only be 

required for special elections 
and as backup if State does 
not approve our ballot on 
County Run Election.

CONs
• Required Changes Charter/Code: 

• Provide option to transfer authority to conduct town 
election to State/County

• Deadlines and procedures consistent with State.
• Submit request to State 1st Monday in Nov prior year (7 

Nov 2027).  Await approval.  Not Guaranteed.
• County controls pre, during and post election process.
• MD 5-703 says non-partisan candidates seek nomination 

by petition.
• File intent by 5 July 2028
• Submit Certificate of Candidacy and petition with 

250 signatures by 7 Aug 2028.
Note: State email via County said Town Charter could 
dictate that petition was not needed because our 
election is non-partisan.  However, current MD law 
only excludes Board of Education (MD 5-703).  
• Candidates file both State & Town disclosure.

• County wide Election results take time
• Canvas Mail-in Ballots
• Canvas Provisional 

• To challenge a candidate’s residency, a voter must submit 
petition to Circuit Court.  MD 5-305.

• Town BOE will not have access to election records 
(absentee & provisional applications, voted ballots)
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RFIs – Related to County Run Election
• To have town election go on county ballot, Town would submit request directly to 

state (by 7 Nov 2027).  

• County Election.  Candidates submit directly to county by 7 Aug 2028  (MD 5-
703).  

• County Election.  Candidates submit financial disclosure to state.  May also have 
to submit financial disclosure to Town Ethics.

• County Election. Town charter/code may be able to dictate some requirements 
(candidate qualifications, campaign finance, no petition with signatures 
required).  Be aware, state could change this back in future. 

• MD 5-703 requires non-partisan candidates (only excludes Board of Education) 
to seek nomination by petition which would require declaration of intent by 5 July 
2028 and submit petition with 250 registered voter signatures by 7 Aug 2028.  
Email response from State via County said Town Charter could dictate that 
petition is not needed.  This could change.

• Tenex won State/County election contract for pollbooks.  County hopes to receive 
new pollbooks from Tenex for 2028 election.  Received Tenex contact info.

• State/County has another contract out for bidding for a new Scanner/Tabulator.  
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Add Multiple Election Days

PROs

• Increased Voting Opportunity

• County Election had higher CB voter 
turnout.  70.1% County vs. 41% Town

• Early Voting & Mail-in increased turnout.

• Suggested adding:
• Weekday(s), 2 pm to 8 pm
• Saturday, 8 am to 2 pm

CONs
• Voting is a personal responsibility.  

Election Day plus absentee ballot option 
is sufficient.

• Increased Contractor cost ~$4,210 for 
each 6-hour day added.

• County Early Voting adds 8 additional 
13-hour voting days.

• 2 voting locations (Town Hall & NECC)
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Voted in County Election Voted in Town Election
CB Voters 3270 of 4663 70.1% CB Voters 1914 of 4663 41.0%
Early Voting 1082 23.2%
Election Day 1421 30.5% Election Day 1693 36.3%
Mail-in 766 16.4% Absentee Ballot 203 4.3%
Provisional 1 0.0% Provisional 17 0.4%

Town of Chesapeake Beach Voters Nov 2024

Committee’s vote on this was a 50/50 Split 



Info on North Beach
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Comments on North Beach
• NB Town Council voted for town run election with contractor 

support.
• Running their own election is a tradition they want to keep.
• They prefer to vote within town limits (NBVFD is in 

Chesapeake Beach).
• Several Council Members had concerns whether only NB 

voters would get their ballot. 
• County’s NBVFD precinct has NB voters & CB voters

• They only had about 500 out of 1478 voters in last 
election.

• NB Town Council voted to add non-binding question on ballot.  
Do voters want Town or State run ballot for future elections?
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Compare Contractor Support

North Beach Plan
• Use 2 e-Pollbooks 

w/printers
• Use 2 Voting Machines
• Use 100 Absentee Ballots
• 500 of 1478 voters in last 

election (34%).

Chesapeake Beach Plan
• Use at least 4 e-Pollbooks 

w/printers
• Use scannable paper 

ballots for election day and 
absentee voting

• Use Scanner
• 1914 of 4648 voters in last 

election (41%)

Note: Our Town Code 22-29 Ballots 
& 22-31 Voting Machines both 
require a voter-verifiable paper 
record for each voter. 18



Additional Information

Gathered through RFI Process
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Electec 
Cost Estimate
Paper Ballots
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Electec 
Cost Estimate

Voting Machine
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RFIs – Multi Election Days Info
• Asked for excel file of Chesapeake Registered Voters that identifies 

those voters that actually voted in November 2024 
County/State/Federal Election.  Received CD with CB Registered 
Voters as of 1/16/2026.  File identifies each voter that voted in 2024 
Primary and General Elections.

• For Calvert's 2024 General Election, asked for the breakdown 
between early voting, election day voting, and mail-in voting.  They 
provided a spread sheet, see excerpt below. They also provided a 
graph showing 2010 through 2024 election. 

Calvert NBVFD NECC

Total Votes 03-001 03-002

Early Voting Ballots Cast 23340 42.77% 566 31.98% 1007 31.88%

Election Day Ballots Cast 17163 31.45% 713 40.28% 1328 42.04%

Mail-in Ballots Cast 12520 22.94% 393 22.20% 704 22.28%

Provisional Ballots Cast 1552 2.84% 98 5.54% 120 3.80%

54575 100.00% 1770 100.00% 3159 100.00%
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Town of Chesapeake Voters by Precinct
 November  2024 Elections

Voted in County Election Voted in Town Election
3001 (NBVFD) 544 of 806 67.5% 3001 (NBVFD) 314 of 806 38.9%
Early 185 23.0%
Election Day 228 28.3% Election Day 273 33.9%
Mail-in 131 16.2% Absentee Ballot 40 5.0%

Provisional 1

Voted in County Election Voted in Town Election
3002 (NECC) 2726 of 3857 70.7% 3002 (NECC) 1600 of 3857 41.5%
Early 897 23.3%
Election Day 1193 30.9% Election Day 1420 36.8%
Mail-in 635 16.5% Absentee Ballot 163 4.2%
Provisional 1 0.0% Provisional 17 0.5%

3270 of 4663 70.1% 1914 of 4663 41.0%
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RFIs – Other Municipalities 
• What are other Calvert municipalities doing for their elections? Town of Chesapeake Beach and 

North Beach are the only two municipalities in Calvert County.  Our town has about 5000 
registered voters, the town of North Beach has about 1500 registered voters. 

• Talked with North Beach 1/5/2026.  They had meeting with state and county.  If going on County 
Ballot no MOU is required.  Candidates apply to county.  Candidates follow state financial 
disclosure laws.  MOU with state required if renting equipment from state to hold their own 
election. Presenting options to NB Town Council during 1/8/26 work session.  Memo posted on 
their web page.  North Beach will let me know how January Town Council Meeting goes and then 
keep me informed throughout their election process. 

• Attended NB Town Council Meeting 1/15/2026.  Received Memo presented during meeting.  
Received NB cost estimate from Electec. NB Town Council voted to run election with contractor 
support.  Voted to add non-binding question on ballot.  "Do voters want Town or State run ballot 
for future elections.”
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RFIs – Other Municipalities
• Contacted Maryland Municipal League.  Looking for information on how other municipalities are 

planning to hold their elections based on recent changes to state election laws for supporting 
municipal elections.  Has the Maryland Municipal League coordinated and/or gathered 
information on how different municipalities have or plan to hold their elections based on these 
new laws?  Also, Can you identify and provide contact info for municipalities that might be 
interested in sharing their approach to elections with my Town.  Our next Town election is 
November 2028 and our options appear to be:  Option 1:  Go on State/County ballot.  Option 2: 
MOU with State.  Option 3:  Contract Support.  Option 4:  Hard Copy of Town Registry.   (See "MML 
RFI.pdf" for full email). 
See "MML RFI Response.pdf" for full response and request.  
For: Option 1 — If you're interested, I would speak with Hagerstown and/or Cumberland. 
Option 2 — I'm not actually sure which, if any, jurisdictions are going this route yet. Frederick ran 
into issues around non-citizen voting. I have not heard from Ocean City, Rockville, or Havre de 
Grace on if they plan to utilize an MOU. Only Ocean City in this group would need to move their 
election date (the others don't coincide with state/federal). I'd reach out to SBE sooner than later if 
you're still interested. 
Options 3/4 have some nuance — You can use a vendor with the pollbook/paper register provided 
by SBE, which seems to be the case for most members, or get them from a 3rd party (like Bowie). 
28 of our members — big and small — use Electec to help with some aspect this.

• I suddenly remebered that Chapters 163 and 162 of the 2023 Legislative Session of the Maryland 
General Assembly require municipalities to provide SBE with certified results from municipal 
elections.  You can look at what each municipality has posted since 2023 at the following link: 
https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/municipal_results.htm.
Take a look at all that you want.  Suggest 2025 Mount Airy, 2025 Bel Air, 2025 Aberdeen, 2025 
Chevy Chase, 2025 Taneytown, 2025 Havre De Grace, 2025 Laurel, 2023 Rockville, and 2024 
Ocean City. 
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RFIs – Registry Related Info
• How MD keeps registry updated (See MD 3-501 thru 3-504). Before each election County sends 

sample ballot to each registered voter.  If it comes back undeliverable they send a postcard.  If no 
answer voter placed on inactive list.  They repeat for 2 more elections, if no answer they remove 
voter from registry.  This is one of multiple processes (obituary, courts, other states, etc...) going 
on to clean up registry. 

• Can we establish our own Town registry? I believe the answer is no based on the following MD 
Election Laws:  MD 3-403(a) A voter residing in a municipal corporation is considered to be 
registered for elections in that municipal corporation if the voter is included on the statewide voter 
registration list at an address within the municipal corporation.   MD 3-403(g) This section may not 
be construed to prohibit a municipal corporation from administering and maintaining a 
supplemental list of those individuals who are not on the statewide voter registration list but who 
may otherwise be qualified to register to vote with the municipal corporation.  We have a 
supplemental voter list, but only 1 voter remains on list.  MD 3-101(f) A registered voter shall 
remain registered when the voter moves to another county in the State; and may not be required 
to register again unless the voter’s registration is canceled in accordance with Subtitle 5 of this 
title. 
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Introduced ____________ 

Passed   ______________ 

Effective______________ 
 

 

ORDINANCE O-26-7 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF CHESAPEAKE BEACH 

AMENDING THE TOWN CODE, CHAPTER 290, “ZONING,”, ARTICLE 

III, “ZONING DISTRICTS”, SECTION 290-10, “TABLE OF USES”, TO 

PERMIT CERTAIN HOME OCCUPATIONS AS A CONDITIONAL USE 

IN CERTAIN ZONES, TO AMEND ARTICLE III, SECTION 290-11, 

“CONDITIONS AND STANDARDS FOR CONDITIONAL AND SPECIAL 

EXCEPTION USES.”, TO REVISE THE STANDARDS APPLICATION 

TO THE CONDUCT OF HOME OCCUPATIONS; AND TO AMEND 

ARTICLE XI, “DEFINITIONS”, SECTION 290-43, “DEFINITIONS.” TO 

REVISE THE DEFINITION OF THE TERM “HOME OCCUPATION” 

 

WHEREAS, Chesapeake Beach (the “Town”) is a municipal corporation of the State of 

Maryland, organized and operating in accordance with Article XI-E of the Constitution of 

Maryland; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Md. Code Ann., Local Gov’t Art., § 5-213, the Town has the 

authority to provide reasonable zoning regulations subject to the referendum of the voters at 

regular or special elections; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Town has implemented the foregoing powers in Section C-501(56) of the 

Town Charter, and pursuant thereto enacted Chapter 290, “Zoning”, of the Town Code, various 

provisions relating to home occupations; and 

 

WHEREAS, at a meeting on December 17, 2025, the Town’s Planning Commission voted 

to recommend amendments to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to revise certain 

provisions relating to home occupations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Council concurs with the Planning Commission’s 

recommendations and finds the recommended changes to be in the best interests of the Town and 

its residents; and 

 

 Section 1. NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE TOWN 

COUNCIL OF CHESAPEAKE BEACH, that Chapter 290, “Zoning,” Article III, “Zoning 

Districts”, Section 290-10, “Table of uses”, of the Town Code be and hereby us amended to read 

as follows: 

 

§ 290-10. Table of Uses. 

 

Table 1 lists the different uses and zoning districts in which they are permitted. If a use is not listed 

or does not fall within any of the general use categories, it is not a permitted use in any district. If 

a use is specifically listed in Table 1, it takes precedence over general use listings. The letters in 

Table 1 correspond to the following: 

 



 

UNDERLINED SMALL CAPS  : signify matter added to existing law 

Strikethrough : signifies matter deleted from existing law  

 

 - 2 - 
 

*        *         * 

 

 

 

TABLE 1 

 
 Zoning Districts  

Use  R-LD  R-MD  R-HD  RV-1  RV-2  RPC  NC  TC  PC  MC  RC 

Conditions or 

Additional Use 

Regulations 

    

* 

  

* 

    

* 

   

60. Customary 

home occupation  

(1 employee) 

NP 

C 

NP 

C 

NP 

C 

NP 

C 

NP 

C 

NP 

C 

 

C C C C NP See § 290-11CC 

 

 

 

   

* 

  

* 

    

* 

   

 

Section 2.  , BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF 

CHESAPEAKE BEACH, that Chapter 290, “Zoning,” Article III, “Zoning Districts”, Section 290-

11, “Conditions and standards for conditional and special exception uses.”, of the Town Code be 

and hereby us amended to read as follows: 

 

§ 290-11. Conditions and standards for conditional and special exception uses. 

 

The following conditions and specific standards apply to land uses designated C (conditional) SE 

(special exception) and SC (special exception with conditions) in Table 1. When applying for a 

zoning and occupancy permit, the applicable conditions shall be satisfied during the period of the 

use and occupancy. 

A.   Accessory dwellings: conditional use in the R-LD, R-MD, R-HD, RV-1, RV-2, RPC, NC and 

TC Districts, subject to the requirements of the district where located except as herein provided: 

 

*        *         * 

 

CC. Customary home occupation:  

(1) Conditional use in the RV-2, NC, TC, PC and MC Districts, subject to the 

requirements of the district where located, except as herein provided THAT: 

(1)(A) The occupation is conducted entirely within the dwelling AND/or accessory 

building and is clearly secondary to the use of the dwelling for residential purposes. 

AND HAS MINIMAL NEGATIVE IMPACT ON THE NEIGHBORHOOD WHERE THE BUSINESS IS 

LOCATED.; 

(2) (B) The occupation THE GROSS FLOOR AREA OF THE HOME OCCUPATION OVER ALL 

BUILDINGS ON THE PROPERTY uses no more than 30% of the principal dwelling floor 



 

UNDERLINED SMALL CAPS  : signify matter added to existing law 

Strikethrough : signifies matter deleted from existing law  

 

 - 3 - 
 

area.; 

(3) (C) All employed EMPLOYEES are family members PERMANENT RESIDENTS residing 

in the dwelling, except that one full-time nonresident employee may be on the 

premises.; 

(4) (D) No THERE IS NO outside storage of equipment, materials or items to be repaired 

or sold shall be permitted.; 

(5) (E) No article or commodity is offered for sale or is publicly displayed on the 

premises except those incidental to the services offered.; 

(6) (F) No visible display of products may be shown so as to be  OR ADVERTISING IS 

visible from outside the dwelling, and no advertising visible outside the premises shall 

be permitted, other than the permitted home occupation announcement sign.; 

(7) (G) No exterior alterations, additions, or changes to the structure shall be permitted 

in order ARE MADE to accommodate or facilitate a THE home occupation.; 

(8) (H) Besides the required parking for the dwelling unit, AN additional parking SPACE 

located to the side or rear yard shall be IS provided as follows: one space for each ANY 

nonresident employed on the premises and OTHER PARKING COMPLIES WITH SECTION 

290-20 OF ARTICLE V OF THIS CHAPTER three additional spaces for a physician or 

dentist.; 

(9)(I) A ANY nameplate not larger than two square feet attached to the building IS NO 

LARGER THAN TWO SQUARE FEET and illuminated only by indirect lighting is 

permitted.; 

(10) A home occupation shall not be interpreted to include such uses as tourists' 

homes, animal hospitals, tearooms and restaurants. 

(11) (J) The establishment or operation of a home occupation shall be IS harmonious 

with the character of neighboring residential uses and shall DOES not create traffic 

(pedestrian or vehicular) or parking demands out of character with neighboring 

properties.; AND 

(12) (K) A zoning permit is obtained. 

(2) CONDITIONAL USE IN THE RV-1, R-LD, R-MD, R-HD, AND RPC, SUBJECT TO THE 

REQUIREMENTS OF THE DISTRICT WHERE LOCATED, PROVIDED THAT: 

(a) THE OCCUPATION IS CONDUCTED ENTIRELY WITHIN THE DWELLING; 

(b) THE OCCUPATION USES NO MORE THAN 30% OF THE PRINCIPAL DWELLING FLOOR AREA. 

(c) ALL EMPLOYEES ARE PERMANENT RESIDENTS  IN THE DWELLING; 

(d) THERE IS NO OUTSIDE STORAGE OF EQUIPMENT, MATERIALS, OR ITEMS TO BE REPAIRED 

OR SOLD; 

(e) NO ARTICLE OR COMMODITY IS OFFERED FOR SALE ON THE PREMISES; 

(f) NO DISPLAY OF PRODUCTS OR ADVERTISING IS VISIBLE FROM OUTSIDE THE DWELLING; 

(g) NO ON-SITE RETAIL SALES ARE CONDUCTED ON THE PREMISES; AND 

(h) THE ESTABLISHMENT OR OPERATION OF THE HOME OCCUPATION IS HARMONIOUS WITH 

THE CHARACTER OF NEIGHBORING RESIDENTIAL USES AND DOES NOT CREATE TRAFFIC 

(PEDESTRIAN OR VEHICULAR) OR PARKING DEMANDS OUT OF CHARACTER WITH 

NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES.  

 



 

UNDERLINED SMALL CAPS  : signify matter added to existing law 

Strikethrough : signifies matter deleted from existing law  
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*         *          * 

 

Section 3.  , BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF 

CHESAPEAKE BEACH, that Chapter 290, “Zoning,” Article XI, “Definitions”, Section 290-43, 

“Definitions.”, of the Town Code be and hereby us amended to read as follows: 

 

§ 290-43. Terms Defined 

 

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

 

 

ADULT BOOKSTORE 

Any premises from which minors are excluded and in which the retail sale of books, 

magazines, newspapers, movie films, devices, slides, or other photographic or written 

reproductions is conducted as a principal use of the premises; or as an adjunct to some 

other business activity, but which constitutes the primary or a major attraction to the 

premises. 

 

*         *         * 

 

CUSTOMARY HOME OCCUPATION  

An activity undertaken for gain or profit and carried on in a dwelling or building accessory 

to a dwelling, by permanent residents of the dwelling and up to one additional unrelated 

person. A customary home occupation is clearly secondary to the use of the dwelling as a 

residence. A HOME OCCUPATION IS A BUSINESS OR COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY THAT A 

PERMANENT RESIDENT CONDUCTS WITHIN THE PERSON’S RESIDENCE AND WHICH USE IS 

SECONDARY TO THE PRIMARY USE AS A RESIDENCE.  

 

*         *         * 

 

 

AS CERTIFIED by their signatures below, the members of the Town Council affirm that 

this Ordinance was introduced at a meeting of the Town Council on ____ day of ______, 2026 

and considered for adoption at the regular Town Council meeting on  ___ day of ________, 2026. 

The vote of the Council was tallied and ____ votes of approval and ____ votes of disapproval were 

cast. The resulting majority of the Council approved the passage of this Ordinance on 

___________, 2026. If signed by the Mayor below, the Mayor approves this Ordinance pursuant 

to Section C-310 of the Charter on __________, 2026, and this Ordinance shall become effective 

twenty days following its signature by the Mayor. 

 

 

 

 



 

UNDERLINED SMALL CAPS  : signify matter added to existing law 

Strikethrough : signifies matter deleted from existing law  
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CHESAPEAKE BEACH, MARYLAND 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Bruce A. Wahl, Mayor 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Jamey Shuls, Council Vice-President 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Eric Reinhardt, Councilmember 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Jonathan Evans, Councilmember 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Laura Blackwelder, Councilmember 

 

 

________________________________ 

       Anthony Greene, Councilmember  

 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Daniel Duvall, Councilmember 
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