
AREGULAR MEETING OFTHECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITY OFBECKLEY CONVENED AT
5:30PMONAPRIL 07, 2026, INCOUNCIL CHAMBERS ANDVIAWEB-X.  

PRESENT:  Mayor RyanNeal, CityManager Phillip Jarrell, Mayor, CityManager’sExecutive Assistant
Susan Miller, Recorder Treasurer Evan Dewey, andCityAttorney BillFile.  Council Members:  Janine
Bullock, KipBuchanan, FrankWilliams, Natalie Coots, Nancy Shoemaker-Dinges, Sherrie Hunter, andCody
Reedy. Thefollowing Cityemployees were present:  ITDirector LukeMiller, ITTechnician Keith Carter,  
BPDChief Dean Bailey, ChiefEdThompson ofBFD, Director ofBoard ofPublic Works (BPW) Mike
Bolen, Beckley Events Director TrishMorgan, andtheDirector ofParks & Recreation LeslieBaker.        

TheMayor ledinthePledge ofAllegiance followed byprayer ledbyCouncilman Williams.   

Thepublic hadtheoption tojointhemeeting inperson, listenbyWEB-Xfromtheircomputer,  

orlistenbyphone, using theweblink orphone number provided thedayofthemeeting onthe

City’swebpage atBeckley.orgortheCity’sFacebook page.  

TheMayor called themeeting toorderat5:30p.m.  TheMayor said that there wasaquorum.  

Heasked Council members tospeak directly intotheirmicrophone sotheycanbeheard onthe

recording.  Council dispensed with thereading oftheminutes fromMarch 17, 2026, Regular

Council Meeting, copies ofwhichhadbeen distributed toeachmember.  Council unanimously

approved theminutes aswritten onamotion byCouncilman Williams andseconded by

Councilwoman Hunter.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  TheMayor announced thatifcalling byphone, dial *3toraiseyour

hand.  Ifconnected bycomputer, click the “hand icon” onyourparticipant’spanel.   

TheMayor asked ifanyone wasonline requesting tospeak.  There werenoonline speakers.   

Mary West requested thatspeed humps beinstalled onLarew Avenue andsaid that the

everyone needs tounify.  Heather Williams works fromtheBPDinthePiers Program and

shared howshe’sbeen abletohelp many people onthestreets during her firstyear inthis

position.   

NextwereBriefComments fromtheMayor, Council Members, andtheCityManager.     

thCouncilwoman Bullock saidasorority willbeintownApril16 at6pm.  ShesaidWard5is

having aspring cleanup and thanked Councilwoman Hunter andtheMake ItShine

Committee.    

Councilman Buchanan thanked theBoard ofPublic works fortheir hardworkonthespring

cleanup.  

Councilman Williams thanked department heads andcouncil fortheirwork.    

Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess thanked department headsandsaidsheishappy tosee

potholes getting repaired. Councilwoman Coots thanked department heads andsaid thaton

thApril25 at10a.m. therewillbeanevent intheVeterans Museum intheformer Sheriff’s

Office.   TheMayor reminded everyone oftheFuture Forward eventattheBeckley

thConvention Center onApril 8 from7am – 5pmandencouraged Council toattend.  Hesaid

that theCitywillhaveabooth setupthere andwould liketoseeCouncil members planon

spending timeatthebooth.  Hesummarized aProclamation hepresented atJustForKids

earlier thisweek andsummarized aProclamation hepresented toJosieMoore forWeekofthe

Young Child highlighting theneed forquality childcare inourarea.  Councilwoman Hunter

saidanyWard iswelcome toholdalitter sweep.  Shethanked theColor Guard andMick

Bates fortheUpper BigBranch Memorial heldthisweekbythecourthouse.    



Shesaidthatalotofpeople aregetting permits forconstruction andsheishappy toseethe

increase.  Shesaidmore stringent ordinances areneeded regarding litterandtrash along the

Citystreets.  Councilman Reedy saidBlack Knight’sgolfcourse looks good andQueen Ann

Drivestillneeds toberesolved.   CityManager Jarrell thanked thedepartment heads.   

ENACTMENT OFORDINANCES: NextwastheOrdinance Authorizing CityofBeckley

ToLease Building andProperty Located At313Neville StreetToJack’sCafé, LLC.  Mr. File

said tonight isthefirst reading andifapproved thesecond reading andpublic hearing willbe

intwoweeks.  Hesaidaresolution hasalready beenapproved forthis lease.  Hesummarized

theordinance andread itbytitle, Ordinance Authorizing CityOfBeckley Tolease Building

AndProperty At313Neville Street ToJack’sCafé, LLC.  Theordinance wasunanimously

approved byCouncil onamotion made byCouncilman Reedy seconded byCouncilwoman

Shoemaker-Dingess.  Theordinance ishereby incorporated intothese minutes.   



Nextwas theOrdinance Authorizing CityofBeckley ToPurchase 107Hartley Avenue InCity

OfBeckley ForBenefit OfBeckley Sanitary Board.  Mr. Filesaid that tonight isthefirst

reading ofthisordinance.  Ifpassed tonight thesecond reading andpublic hearing willbein2

weeks.  Mr. Filereadbytitle, Ordinance Authorizing theCityOfBeckley toPurchase 107

Hartley Avenue InCityOfBeckley ForBenefit OfBeckley Sanitary Board.  Hesaid that

Beckley Common Council isbeing asked topurchase, onBehalfOfBeckley Sanitary Board

RealEstate Identified as107Hartley Avenue.  CityAttorney Mr. Filesaid that theBeckley

Sanitary Board (BSB) doesnotownrealestate andwhen itneeds topurchase property itgoes

through theCityofBeckley’sCommon Council.  AtthelastCouncil meeting, Council

adopted aresolution topurchase property located at107Hartley Avenue fortheconsideration

of $15,000.  Thispieceofproperty isinanareawhere astormwater/sewer project istooccur.   

Thispieceofproperty isbeing purchased forthisproject.  TheBSBisresponsible forpaying

fortheproperty.  Council unanimously approved theordinance onamotion byCouncilwoman

Hunter seconded byCouncilman Buchanan.  Theordinance ishereby incorporated intothese

minutes.    



ADOPTION OFRESOLUTIONS:   NextwastheResolution Authorizing TheCityOf

Beckley ToUtilize USDA’sReporting System. CityManager Jarrell said thissimply allows

himandotherCityemployees, including Evan Dewey, Angela King, andJessica Lane touse

theUSDA’sreporting system. Theresolution wasunanimously approved byCouncil ona

motion madebyCouncilman Williams andseconded byCouncilman Reedy.  Theresolution is

hereby incorporated intothese minutes.   

OLDBUSINESS:  There wasnooldbusiness.  



NEW BUSINESS:  Receipt & Award OfBidsForTheDemolition OfVarious Structures,  

Asbestos Inspection & Asbestos Abatement Within TheCityOfBeckley. Theonly bid

received wasfromEmpire Salvage fortwelve structures intheamount of $55,862.50.  The12

structures included are:  209Lincoln Street, 551Orchard Avenue, 308Ridgecrest Avenue,  

th113Adkins Street, (REMOVED) 304Kessinger Street, 2136 Street, 813S. Oakwood

thAvenue, 153Prillerman Avenue, 229Mool Avenue, 103Totten Street, 2277 Street, 133

Washington Street, and218Westmoreland Avenue.  CityManager Jarrell said thatone

structure wasremoved fromthelist.  Councilwoman Hunter asked howmuchofthiswillbe

paidbytheDLAP Grant.  Mr. Jarrell said $40,000.00andtheremainder willcome fromthe

stgeneral fund. TheDLAP funds need tobespentbefore July1.  Council unanimously

approved thebidonamotion madebyCouncilman Buchanan andseconded by

Councilwoman Bullock.   Acopyofthebidishereby incorporated intothese minutes.   



NextwastheDiscussion & Approval OfSoaring Hope Animal Resue Agreement (SHARP).   

Recorder-Treasurer Evan Dewey said thatuntilnowtheCityandtheCounty hadajoint

agreement withSHARP, buttheCityandCounty agree thatitmakes more sense foreachto

haveaseparate agreement withSHARP.  SHARP isrequesting anincrease of $500.00inthe

amount oftheir monthly contribution which ends inApril (thismonth) fromtheCity.  Inthe

pasttheCitymadeamonthly contribution toSHARP intheamount of $2,000.00.  Hesaid the

reason fortherequest toincrease thecontribution isduetoadditional operating costs.  The

Mayor asked foramotion toapprove theincrease from $2,000.00permonth to $2,500.00per

month.  Councilman Reedy made themotion whichwasseconded byCouncilman Williams.   

TheMayor asked iftherewereanyquestions orcomments. Councilwoman Shoemaker- 

Dingess said thatitwould benicetoseeacomparison astohowmuch isbeing contributed by

theCitytotheHumane Society andhowmuch isbeing contributed bytheCitytoSHARP.   

SheaskedMr. Dewey ifthis financial information hadbeensubmitted totheCity.  Hesaid

theyhavenotsubmitted those yet, buthecanrequest it.  Heasked ifthecomparison should be

forafiscal yearorcalander year.  Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess saidafiscal year.    

Shesaid thatshethinks that thelast financials that theHumane Society submitted were from

2023.  Mr. Dewey said thatwhenorganizations request contributions, theCity requires them

tosubmit their financials.  Shesaidconsideration mayneedtobemadeastowhether someof

themoney mayneedtoberedirected.  Shesaid thatSHARP isdoingallitcantocontinue

operating yethas increased demand foritsservices.  Councilwoman Coots said thatSHARP

received 4phone calls fromtheHumane Society because theHumane Society couldn’ttake in

anymore dogsatthetime.  Councilwoman Coots saidthatSHARP tookinthirty puppies in

oneweekend.  Shesaidthatshealso thinks theCityneeds tolookatwhatit’sdoing andwith

whom.  Shealso thinks acomparison needs tobemade.  Councilwoman Bullock asked Mr.  

Dewey ifhethinks Council should voteonthistonight orwait.  CityManager Jarrell said that

atthispoint theHumane Society hasnotasked foranything.  Councilwoman Shoemaker- 

Dingess said theHumane Society receives money fromtheCityevery month.  City Manager

Jarrell said thatwasforthelastbudget year.  What isbeing discussed nowforSHARP isfor

theupcoming budget year.  Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess said theCityhasallotted the

same amount fortheHumane Society fortheupcoming budget yearasitdidforthecurrent

budget year.  Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess said that theHumane Society getsalotof

money fromtheBeckley AreaFoundation (BAF).  Mr. Dewey saidthat theCityhasnotyet

setadollaramount for theHumane Society for theupcoming budget year.  Hesaidwithin the

nextmonth alltherequests forcontributions willbebrought before Council forvoting.  He

said thatSHARP’srequest isbeing brought before Council nowbecause theagreement

expires thismonth. Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess saidthat theHumane Society received

80K fromBAFandSHARP isn’treceiving anything similar.  CityManager Jarrell said that

sthethinks thatallcontributions made bytheCityshould begin onJuly1 ofeach year.    

Councilwoman Coots asked ifthatwould createagapforSHARP sincethecurrent agreement

ends thismonth.    



Mr. Dewey saidno, theCitycould make thepayment.  This isjustreferring totheactual

agreement itself.  Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess said thatshethinks SHARP needs an

increase.  Mr. Dewey said thathethinks what isbeing brought before Council bySHARP isto

voteontheincrease oradifferent amount.  Council unanimously approved theCityof

Beckley increasing itsmonthly contribution amount from $2,000.00permonth to $2,500.00

permonth toSoaring Hope Animal Rescue Partners.   

NextwastheAllocation OfBeckley AreaFoundation (BAF) Flying Eagle Economic

Development Funds.  Mr. Dewey said theBAFprovides theCitywithdifferent typesof

grants.  This grant istobebrought before Council eachyear, anditisintheamount of

7,272.00.  Itisverybroad inwhat itcanbeusedforaslongasitisforeconomic

development.  Mr. Dewey saidthatheandtheCityManager recommend that these funds be

usedonthemainstreet properties.  Council unanimously approved theallocation asdescribed

onamotion made byCouncilwoman Coots andseconded byCouncilman Williams.    

EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING POTENTIAL SALE/TRANSFER OFREAL

ESTATE.  Councilwoman Hunter madeamotion toenterExecutive Session at6:08p.m.  

which wasseconded byCouncilwoman Coots andpassed unanimously.  At6:25p.m.   

Councilman Williams madeamotion toenter back intotheRegular Council Meeting which

wasseconded byCouncilwoman Hunter andpassed unanimously.  TheMayor said thatas

always, during Executive Session, novotes were taken andnodecisions were made.  With

there beingnofurther business todiscuss, theMayor adjourned themeeting at6:26p.m. ona

motion byCouncilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess andseconded byCouncilman Williams.         .    

Mayor CityManager


