
VILLAGE OF HOPKINS 

ALLEGAN COUNTY

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF CHARTER AMENDMENT 

BALLOT PROPOSAL TO ELECTORS

At a special meeting of the Village Council of the Village of Hopkins, Allegan County, 
Michigan, held on the 10th day of April, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. 

PRESENT: VanderWall, Williams, Mullett, Adams, Buist

ABSENT: Osborn, Sebright

The following resolution, 24-002, was offered by Trustee Buist and seconded by Trustee 
Adams.

WHEREAS, the Home Rule Village Act, Public Act 278 of 1909, as amended, provides that an 
amendment to the Village Charter may be proposed by the legislative body of the Village by a two-
thirds (2/3) vote of the seated members. 

WHEREAS,  the  Village  Council  has  determined  that  it  is  appropriate  to  submit  a  Charter 
amendment to the electors of the Village at the regular election to be held on November 5, 2024. 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  IT  IS  HEREBY RESOLVED  that  the  Village  Council  proposes  that 
Chapters 1, 2, 3 and 4 of the Village of Hopkins Charter be amended to read as follows:

CHAPTER 1 

Name, Boundaries, and Powers

Sec. 1. 

The name of the corporation created hereby shall be the "Village of Hopkins". 

Sec. 2. 

The Territory comprising the Village of Hopkins shall be all the lands and territory included 
within the following boundaries: Commencing at the northeast corner of the north-West 
quarter of the north-west quarter of Section Twenty-nine, in the township of Hopkins, in the 
county of Allegan, in the State of Michigan, thence south eighty rods, thence west two 
hundred fifty rods, thence north two hundred one rods, thence east two hundred fifty rods, 
thence south one hundred twenty-one rods to the place of beginning, all lying and being in 
Allegan County, Michigan.

Sec. 3. Powers 

The Village shall  have all  available governmental,  corporate,  and proprietary powers. 
Through the adoption of this Charter, it is the intent of the electors of the Village to grant to 
the municipal government established herein the broadest exercise of home rule powers 



permitted under the Constitution and laws of the State of Michigan, as fully and completely 
as though they were specifically enumerated in this Charter. 

The only limitation concerning alienability of Village owned property is that there shall be 
no sale, exchange or lease in excess of five (5) years of any park or recreational property 
while it is being used for public purposes. 

Sec. 4. Construction 

This Charter and the powers of the Village shall be construed liberally in favor of the 
Village.

CHAPTER 2

CITIZENS' BILL OF RIGHTS

Sec. 1 

This government has been created to protect the governed, not the governing. In order to 
provide the public with full and accurate information, to promote efficient administration 
management, and to insure to all persons fair and equitable treatment, the following rights 
are guaranteed: 

Part A. Convenient Access. 

Every person has the right to transact Village business with a minimum of personal 
inconvenience. It shall be the duty of the President, Village Council, and Clerk to 
provide, within budget limitations, for required inspections, and for transacting 
business with the Village. 

Part B. Truth In Government. 

No municipal official or employee shall knowingly furnish false information on any 
public  matter,  nor  knowingly  omit  significant  facts  when  giving  requested 
information to members of the public. 

Part C. Public Records. 

All audits, reports, minutes, documents and other public records of the Village and 
its boards, agencies, departments and authorities shall be open for inspection at 
reasonable  times  and  places  convenient  to  the  public  in  accordance  with  the 
Freedom of Information Act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.246.

Part D. Minutes and Ordinance Register. 

The Village Clerk shall  maintain and make available  for  public  inspection an 
ordinance register separate from the minutes showing the votes of each member on 
all ordinances and resolutions listed by descriptive title. Written minutes of all  
meetings and the ordinance register shall be available for public inspection not later 
than 30 days after the conclusion of the meeting. 



Part E. Right To Be Heard. 

So far as the orderly conduct of public business permits, any interested person has 
the  right  to  appear  before  the  Village  Council  or  Village  agency,  board,  or 
department for the presentation, adjustment, or determination of an issue, request, 
or controversy within the jurisdiction of the Village. Matters shall be scheduled for 
the convenience of the public. The Village Council shall adopt agenda procedures 
and schedule hearings in a manner that will enhance the opportunity for public 
participation. Nothing herein shall prohibit any governmental entity or agency from 
imposing reasonable time limits and procedures for the presentation of a matter. 

Part F. Right To Notice. 

Persons entitled to notice of a Village hearing shall be timely informed as to the 
time, place, and nature of the hearing and the legal authority pursuant to which the 
hearing is to be held according to the laws of the State of Michigan. Failure by an 
individual  to  receive  such  notice  shall  not  constitute  mandatory  grounds  for 
canceling the hearing or rendering invalid any determination made at such hearing. 
Copies  of  proposed  ordinances  or  resolutions  shall  be  made  available  at  a 
reasonable time prior to the hearing,  unless the matter involves an emergency 
ordinance or resolution. 

Part G. No Unreasonable Postponements. 

No matter, once having been placed on a formal agenda by the Village, shall be 
postponed to  another  day except  for  good cause  shown in  the  opinion of  the 
President, Village Council, board or agency conducting such meeting, and then only 
on condition that the affected person shall, upon written request, receive mailed 
notice of the new date of any postponed meeting. Failure by an individual to receive 
such notice shall not constitute mandatory grounds for canceling the hearing or 
rendering invalid any determination made at such hearing. 

Part H. Right To Public Hearing. 

Upon a timely written request from any interested party, and after presentation of 
the facts to, and approval by the Council, a public hearing shall be held by any 
Village agency, board, department, or authority upon any significant policy decision 
to be issued by it which is not subject to subsequent administrative or legislative 
review and hearing. This provision shall not apply to the Law Department of the 
Village nor to anybody whose duties and responsibilities are solely advisory. 

At any zoning or other hearing in which review is exclusively by certiorari, a party 
or the party’s council shall be entitled to present their case or defense by oral or 
documentary evidence,  to submit rebuttal  evidence,  and to conduct such cross 
examination as may be required for a full and true disclosure of the facts. The 



decision of such agency, board, department or authority must be based upon the 
facts  in  the  record.  Procedural  rules  establishing  reasonable  time  and  other 
limitations may be promulgated and amended from time to time. 

The Law Department of the Village includes the Village Constable, the Village 
Marshal, and any Village Police or enforcement officer of the Village of Hopkins.

Part I. Notice Of Action And Reasons. 

Prompt notice shall be given of the denial in whole or in part of a request of an 
interested person made in connection with any Village administrative decision on 
proceeding when the decision is reserved at the conclusion of the hearing. The 
notice shall be accompanied by a statement of the grounds for denial. 

Part J. Budgeting. 

In addition to any budget required by state statute, the Village Clerk at the direction 
of the President shall prepare a budget showing the cost of each department for each 
budget year. Prior to the Village Council's first public hearing on the proposed 
budget required by state law, the Village Clerk shall make public a budget summary 
setting forth the proposed cost of each individual department and reflecting the 
personnel for each department to current accounting standards.

Part K. Representation Of Public. 

The President shall endeavor to designate one or more individuals to represent the 
Village at  all  proceedings before County,  State  and Federal  regulatory bodies, 
significantly affecting the Village and its residents. 

Sec. 2. Results. 

The foregoing enumeration of citizens'  rights vests large and pervasive powers in the 
citizenry of The Village of Hopkins. Such power necessarily carries with it responsibility of 
equal magnitude for the successful operation of government in the Village. The orderly, 
efficient  and  fair  operation  of  government  requires  the  intelligent  participation  of 
individual citizens exercising their rights with dignity and restraint so as to avoid any 
sweeping acceleration in the cost of government because of the exercise of individual 
prerogatives, and for individual citizens to grant respect for the dignity of public office. 

Sec. 3. Remedies For Violations. 

In any suit by a citizen alleging a violation of this bill of rights filed in Allegan County 
Circuit Court pursuant to its general equity jurisdiction, the plaintiff, if successful, shall be 
entitled to recover costs as fixed by the Court. Any public official or employee who is found 
by the Court to have willfully violated this Article shall forthwith forfeit their office or 
employment. 

Sec. 4. Construction. 



All provisions of this Bill of Rights shall be construed to be supplementary to and not in 
conflict with the general laws of Michigan. If any part of this Bill of Rights shall be 
declared invalid, it shall not affect the validity of the remaining provisions.

CHAPTER 3

VILLAGE COUNCIL, TERMS, AND APPOINTMENTS

Sec. 3.1

The following officers shall be elected by a general election of the constituents of the 
Village of Hopkins: A president, and six trustees. The president and trustees shall constitute 
the village council and shall have the Legislative authority of the Village and shall have the 
general  power and authority  granted in  this  Charter,  and the  Council  may pass  such 
ordinances in relation thereto as it may deem proper.

Sec. 3.2

The president shall, by and with the consent of the council, appoint a clerk, treasurer, 
village marshal, and a street commissioner; and such other officers as shall be provided for 
by resolution or ordinance of the council, and the council may, from time to time, provide 
by ordinance or resolution for the appointment of such other officers, whose election or 
appointment is not herein especially provided for, as they shall deem necessary to carry out 
the provisions of this charter, and the powers and duties of such officers shall be prescribed 
by the council; Provided, that the marshal may also be appointed as street commissioner.

Sec. 3.3

Appointments to office, excepting appointments to fill vacancies shall be made on the 
second  Monday  of  December  during  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Village 
Council. Appointments shall be made for a term of office specified by the appointment 
resolution.

Sec. 3.4

The president, shall hold their office for the term of two years, from noon on the 20th of 
November of the year when elected, and until their successors are elected and qualified and 
enter upon the duties of their offices. 

Sec. 3.5

The trustees shall hold their offices for the term of four years beginning at noon on the 20th 
of November of the year when elected. In the election of 2026 (3) three Council members 
shall be elected for the term of (4) four years, and (3) three Council members shall be 
elected in the same election for the term of (2) two years.  Beginning with the election of 
2028 and every (2) two years thereafter, (3) three Council members shall be elected at-large 
for the term of (4) years. 



Sec. 3.6

The  Clerk  and  Treasurer  shall  be  appointed  to  their  respective  positions.  Upon 
recommendation by the personnel committee, nomination by the President, and approval 
by the Village Council, the Village Clerk and Village Treasurer shall be appointed for a term 
of office of not less than (1) one year or more than (6) six years. The Village Clerk and 
Village Treasurer shall serve at the will of the Village Council, irrespective of the term of 
office  to  which  they  have  been  appointed.  Terms  shall  run  from January  1  through 
December 31 of a calendar year.

Sec. 3.7

All appointive officers, except officers appointed to fill vacancies in elective offices shall 
hold their respective offices until the date specified on the appointment resolution, not 
greater than 6 years, after such appointment, and until their successors are qualified and 
enter upon the duties of their offices, unless a different term of office shall be prescribed in 
this Charter, or in the ordinance or resolution creating the office Officers appointed to fill  
vacancies shall hold their office until the next annual election, and until their successors are 
elected or appointed and qualified. All persons elected or appointed to office shall enter 
upon the duties thereof, upon taking the oath of office and filing the requisite security, if any 
is required of them.  All appointed positions may serve consecutive terms.

Sec. 3.8

No person shall be elected or appointed to any office unless he they shall be an elector of the 
village except for the office of Clerk and Treasurer. And no person shall be elected or 
appointed to any office in the village who has been or is a defaulter to the village or to any 
board of officers thereof, or to any school district, county or other municipal corporation of 
the state. All votes for any appointment of any such defaulter shall be void. All officers of 
the village, elected or appointed, shall take and subscribe the path of office prescribed by 
the constitution of the state, and file the same with the clerk, and in case of failure to do so, 
within ten days after receiving notice of their election or appointment, shall be deemed to 
have declined the office, 

Sec. 3.9

Every office elected or appointed in the village, before entering upon the duties of his 
office, and within the time prescribed for filing his official oath, shall file with the village  
clerk such bond or security as may be required by law, or by any ordinance or resolution of 
the council, and with such sureties as shall be approved by the council, conditioned for the 
due performance of the duties of his office, except that the bond or security given by the  
clerk shall be deposited with the treasurer. 

Sec. 3.10

The council may, any time, require any officer to execute and file with the clerk additional 
or new official bonds, with such new or further sureties as said council shall deem requisite 



for the interest of the corporation. Any failure to comply with such a requirement within 
fifteen days shall subject the officer to immediate removal from office by the council. 

VACANCIES IN OFFICE 

Sec. 3.11

Resignations of officers shall be made to the council in writing. 

Sec. 3.12

If any officer shall cease to be a resident of the village during his term of office, the office 
shall be thereby vacated, except for the Clerk and Treasurer who shall have no residency 
restrictions. If any officer shall be a defaulter, the office shall thereby be vacated. 

Sec. 3.13

If any person elected or appointed to office shall fail to take and file the oath of office, or 
shall fail to give the bond or security required for the due performance of the duties of his 
office, within the time herein limited therefore, the council may declare the office vacant, 
unless previously thereto they shall file the oath and give the requisite bond or security. 

Sec. 3.14

Any vacancy occurring in the office of president, trustees or any other elective office, shall 
be filled by appointment by the council, and such appointee shall hold his office until the 
next general election thereafter. 

All vacancies in any other office shall be filled appointed by the president, by and with the 
consent of the council.

Sec. 3.15

The resignation or removal of any officer shall not, nor shall the appointment or election of 
another to the office, exonerate such officer or his sureties from any liability incurred by 
him or them. 

Sec. 3.16

Whenever any officer shall resign or be removed from office, or the term for which they 
shall have been elected or appointed have expired, they shall, on demand, deliver over to his 
successor in office, all the books, papers, moneys, and effects in his custody as such officer, 
and in any way appertaining to their  office;  and every person willfully violating this 
provision shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and may be proceeded against in the 
same manner as public officers generally for the like offense under the general laws of this 
state now or hereafter in force and applicable thereto; and every officer appointed or elected 
shall be deemed an officer within the meaning and provisions of such general laws of the 
state. 

CHAPTER 4



Elections and Referendum

Sec. 4.1 Elections

Part A. Electors. 

Any person who is a resident of the Village of Hopkins, has qualified as an elector of 
the State, and registers to vote in the manner prescribed by law shall be an elector of 
the Village. 

Part B. Nonpartisan Elections. 

All  elections  for  the  Village  Council  and  President  shall  be  conducted  on  a 
nonpartisan basis and no ballot shall show the party designation of any candidate. 

Part C. Election Dates and Location. 

Paragraph 1

A general election shall be held in November of each even numbered year, 
on the day U.S. congressional elections are held, or if none is held in any 
such year, on the first Tuesday following the first Monday in November. A 
runoff  election,  if  necessary,  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
November.

Paragraph 2

Election  location  shall  be  determined  by  the  Election  Official  of  said 
election in accordance with state law.

Paragraph 3

The Village of Hopkins Election Official shall be the same Election Official 
as the Hopkins Township Election Official.

Part D. General Election. 

The ballot for the general election shall contain the names of all qualified candidates 
for President, if the President's term is expiring, and for each of the three (3) Council 
positions which are to be filled as a result of three (3) members terms expiring, and 
shall instruct electors to cast one (1) vote for President, if applicable, and one vote 
for  each Council  seat,  with a maximum of one (1) vote per  candidate.  If  any 
candidate for President receives a number of votes greater than fifty percent (50%) 
of the total number of ballots cast, such candidate shall be duly elected President. If 
any candidate for Council receives a number of votes greater than thirty three 
percent (33%) of the total number of ballots cast, such a candidate shall be duly 
elected. In the event that no candidate for Council receives more than thirty three 
percent (33%) of the votes from the ballots cast, the three (3) candidates receiving 
the largest number of votes shall be duly elected. 



Part E. Runoff Election. 

The ballot for the runoff election shall contain the names of (2) candidates for 
President, if applicable, and/or the names of the two candidates for a Council seat 
who received the tying number of votes for such seat in the general election. The 
ballot shall instruct electors to cast one vote for President and/or cast one vote for 
Council,  with  a  maximum of  one (1)  vote  for  each candidate.  The Candidate 
receiving the most votes for President shall be duly elected. The candidate receiving 
the most votes for the Council seat shall be duly elected to that Council seat. 

Part F. Ties. 

In the event there is a tie in the regular election and it is necessary to break the tie in 
order to determine the two (2) names to be placed on the ballot at the runoff election, 
or in the event there is a tie in the runoff election, then the winner or winners shall be 
determined by the drawing of names from a hat, the first name being drawn shall be 
declared the winner. 

Part G. Special Elections. 

Special elections, when required, shall be scheduled by the Council at such times 
and in such manner as shall be consistent with the State of Michigan election 
laws. 

Part H. Absentee Votes. 

Absentee voting will  be permitted as provided for by the laws of the State of 
Michigan and under such conditions as may be prescribed by ordinance from time 
to time;  provided,  however,  that  no ordinance shall  limit  the right  to  vote by 
absentee ballot available under State law.

Part I. Commencement of Terms. 

The term of office of any elected official will commence at 12 o'clock noon on the 
20th of November, and will end at the at 12 o’clock noon on the 20th of November 
in the year in which their term expires or 12 o’clock noon on the day following a 
runoff election if held after November 20th of the election year.  

Sec. 4.2 Initiative and Referendum

Part. A. Power to Initiate and Reconsider Ordinances. 

Paragraph 1. Initiative. 

The electors of the Village shall have power to propose ordinances to the 
Council and, if the Council fails to adopt an ordinance so proposed without 
any change in substance, to adopt or reject it at a Village election, provided 
that such power shall not extend to the annual budget or capital program or 



any ordinance appropriating money, levying taxes or setting salaries of 
Village officers or employees, pursuant to such annual budget. 

Paragraph 2. Referendum. 

The electors of the Village shall have power to require reconsideration by 
the Council of any adopted ordinance and, if the Council fails to repeal an 
ordinance so reconsidered,  to approve or reject it  at  a Village election, 
provided that such power shall not extend to the annual budget or capital 
program or any ordinance appropriating money, levying taxes or setting 
salaries of Village officers or employees, pursuant to such annual budget. 

Part B. Commencement of Proceedings. 

Any ten (10) electors may commence referendum proceedings by filing with the 
Clerk or other official designated by the Council  an affidavit  stating they will 
constitute the petitioners' committee and be responsible for circulating the petition 
and filing it in proper form, stating their names and addresses and specifying the 
address to which all notices to the committee are to be sent, and setting out in full  
the proposed initiative ordinance or citing the ordinance sought to be reconsidered. 
Promptly after the affidavit of the petitioners' committee is filed, the Clerk or other 
official  designated  by  the  Council  shall  at  the  committee's  request,  issue  the 
appropriate blank petitions to the petitioners' committee at the committee's expense. 
Petitioners' proposed ordinance shall be approved as to legal sufficiency by the 
Village Attorney prior to circulation. 

Part C. Petitions. 

Paragraph 1. Number of Signatures. 

Initiative and referendum petitions must be signed by electors of the Village 
of Hopkins equal in number to at least ten percent (10%) of the total number 
of electors registered to vote at the last regular Village election.

Paragraph 2. Form and Content. 

All papers of a petition shall be assembled as one instrument of filing. Each 
signature shall be executed in ink or indelible pencil and shall be followed 
by the address of the person signing. Petitions shall contain or have attached 
thereto throughout their circulation the full text of the ordinance proposed or 
sought to be considered. 

Paragraph 3. Affidavit of Circulator. 

Each paper of a petition shall have attached to it when filed an affidavit 
executed by the circulator thereof stating that they personally circulated the 
paper, the number of signatures thereon, that all the signatures were affixed 
in  the  circulator’s  presence  that  they  believe  them  to  be  the  genuine 



signatures of the persons whose names they purport to be and that each 
signer has an opportunity before signing to read the full text of the ordinance 
proposed or sought to be considered. 

Paragraph 4. Filing Deadline. 

All initiative and referendum petitions must be filed within sixty (60) days 
of  the  date  on  which  proceedings  with  respect  to  such  initiative  or 
referendum are commenced. 

Part D. Procedure for Filing. 

Paragraph 1. Certificate of Clerk; Amendment. 

Within twenty (20) days after initiative petition is filed or within five (5) 
days  after  a  referendum  petition  is  filed,  the  Clerk  or  other  official 
designated by the Council shall complete a certificate as to the sufficiency 
("the Certificate") specifying, if it is insufficient, the particulars wherein it is 
defective and shall promptly send a copy of the Certificate to the petitioners 
committee by registered mail.  Grounds for insufficiency are only those 
specified in subsection (C) of this section. A petition certified insufficient 
for lack of the required number of valid signatures may be amended once if 
the petitioners' committee files a notice of intention to amend it with the 
Clerk or other official designated by the Council within two (2) business 
days after receiving the copy of the Certificate and files a supplementary 
petition upon additional papers within ten (10) days after receiving the copy 
of such Certificate.  Such supplementary petition shall  comply with the 
requirements of paragraphs (1), (2) and (3) of subsection (C) of this section 
and within five (5) days after it is filed the Clerk or other official designated 
by the Council,  shall  complete a certificate as to the sufficiency of the 
petition as amended and promptly send a copy of such Certificate to the 
petitioners'  committee  by  registered  mail  as  in  the  case  of  an  original 
petition. If  a petition or amended petition is certified sufficient,  or if  a 
petition or amended petition is certified insufficient and the petitioners' 
committee  does  not  elect  to  amend  or  request  Council  review  under 
paragraph (2) of this subsection (D) within the time required, the 

Clerk or other official designated by the Council shall promptly present the 
petitioners’ Certificate  to  the  Council  and  within  sixty  (60)  days  the 
Certificate shall then be a final determination as to the sufficiency of the 
petition. 

Paragraph 2. Council Review. 

If a petition has been certified insufficient and the petitioners' committee 
does not file notice of intention to amend it or if an amended petition has 
been certified insufficient, the committee may, within two (2) business days 



after receiving the copy of such certificate, file a request that it be reviewed 
by the Council. The Council shall review the certificate at its next meeting 
following the filing of such request and approve or disapprove it, and the 
Council's  determination  shall  then  be  a  final  determination  as  to  the 
sufficiency of the petition. 

Part E. Action on Petitions. 

Paragraph 1. Action by Council. 

When an  initiative  or  referendum petition  has  been  finally  determined 
sufficient,  the  Council  shall  promptly  consider  the  proposed  initiative 
ordinance or reconsider the referred ordinance by voting its repeal, all in the 
manner provided in Chapter Seven of this Charter. If the Council fails to 
adopt  a  proposed initiative  ordinance  without  any change in  substance 
within forty-five (45) days or fails to repeal the referred ordinance within 
thirty (30) days, it shall submit the proposed or referred ordinance to the 
electors of the Village. If the Council fails to act on a proposed initiative 
ordinance  or  a  referred  ordinance  within  the  time  period  contained  in 
paragraph one (1) of subsection (E) of this section, the Council shall be 
deemed to have failed to adopt the proposed initiative ordinance or failed to 
repeal the referred ordinance on the last day that the Council was authorized 
to act on such matter. 

Paragraph 2. Submission to Electors. 

The vote of the Village of Hopkins on a proposed or referred ordinance shall 
be held not less than thirty (30) or more than sixty (60) days from the date 
the Council acted or was deemed to have acted pursuant to paragraph one 
(1) of this subsection (E) that the petition was determined sufficient. If no 
regular election is to be held within the period described in this paragraph, 
the Council shall provide for a special election, except that the Council may, 
in its discretion, provide for a special election at an earlier date within the 
described period. Copies of the proposed or referred ordinance shall be 
made available at the polls. 

Paragraph 3. Withdrawals of Petitions. 

An initiative or referendum petition may be withdrawn at any time prior to 
the fifteenth (15th) day preceding the day scheduled for a vote by the Village 
by filing with the Clerk or other official designated by the Council a request 
for withdrawal signed by at least eight (8) out of ten (10) of the petitioners' 
committee. Upon the filing of such request, the petition shall have no further 
force or effect and all proceedings thereon shall be terminated. 

Part F. Results of Elections. 



Paragraph 1. Initiative. 

If  a  majority  of  the  qualified  electors  voting  on  a  proposed  initiative 
ordinance vote in its favor, it shall be considered adopted upon certification 
of the election results. If conflicting ordinances are approved at the same 
election, the one receiving the greatest number of affirmative votes shall 
prevail to the extent of such conflict. If the proposed initiative ordinance 
fails, it or any ordinance that is substantially similar, may not be submitted 
in accordance with this Article for at least a period of one (1) year from the 
election.

Paragraph 2. Referendum. 

If a majority of the qualified electors voting on a referred ordinance vote 
against it, it shall be considered repealed upon certification of the election 
results.

Paragraph 3. Recount

A recount of the votes cast in the Village of Hopkins election for any office, 
or upon any proposition, may be had in accordance with the general election 
laws of the State of Michigan.

Sec 4.3 Form of Ballots

A Charter amendment, ordinance or other ballot issue to be voted on by the electors shall be 
presented for voting by ballot title. The ballot title of a measure may differ from its legal 
title and shall be a clear, concise statement describing the substance of the measure without 
argument or prejudice. Below the ballot title shall appear the following question: “Shall the 
above described (amendment/ordinance/proposal] be adopted?" Immediately below such a 
question shall appear, in the following order, the word "YES" and also the word “NO”.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village clerk shall  forthwith transmit  a copy of the 
proposed amendment to the Governor of the State of Michigan for approval, as required by law. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proposed Charter amendment shall be submitted to the 
qualified electors of this Village at a regular election to be held on November 5, 2024, and the 
Village Clerk is hereby directed to give notice of the election and notice of registration in the  
manner prescribed by law.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the ballot language for the Charter amendment proposal shall 
be submitted to the electors in the following format: 

SHALL THE CHARTER FOR THE VILLAGE OF HOPKINS BE AMENDED IN THE 
FOLLOWING WAYS: AMENDING CHAPTER 1 TO ADD NEW SECTIONS 3 & 4 TO 
SET  FORTH  THE  POWERS  OF  THE  VILLAGE  AND  REQUIRE  LIBERAL 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE CHARTER IN FAVOR OF THE VILLAGE; AMENDING 
CHAPTERS 2 & 3 TO COMBINE EXISTING CHAPTERS 2 AND 3 INTO A NEW 



CHAPTER  3  CONCERNING  THE  VILLAGE  COUNCIL,  TERMS,  AND 
APPOINTMENTS AND INSERTING A NEW CHAPTER 2  TO PROVIDE FOR A 
CITIZENS’ BILL OF RIGHTS; AND AMENDING THE EXISTING CHAPTER 3 BY 
RE-NUMBERING IT TO BE CHAPTER 4 CONCERNING THE PROCEDURE FOR 
ELECTIONS  AND  REFERENDUMS  AND  RE-NUMBERING  ALL  OTHER 
CHAPTERS ACCORDINGLY? 

[YES] [NO]

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proposed amendment shall be published in one or more 
newspapers not less than 2 weeks and not more than 4 weeks prior to the election, together with the 
notice of election. Notice of the election shall also be posted in at least 10 public places within the 
Village not less than 2 weeks prior to the election.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the canvass and determination of the votes of said question 
shall be made in accordance with the laws of the State of Michigan and the Charter of the Village of 
Hopkins.

AYES: Adams, Buist, Willams, Mullett

NAYS: None

ABSTENTIONS: None

The Chairman declared the Resolution adopted.



CERTIFICATE

I, ________________________, the _________________ of the Village of Hopkins, hereby 
certifies that the foregoing resolution was adopted by the Village of Hopkins Village Counsel by 
a roll call vote at a meeting of the Council held on April 10  , 2024, in compliance with the Open 
Meetings Act, as amended.

_______________________________


