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Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners Meeting

Thursday, March 19, 2026 at 6:30 p.m.

Microsoft Teams Need help?
Join the meeting now
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+1 469-850-4198,,944870463# United States, Frisco
Find a local number
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Public Hearing on Consideration of an Ordinance Imposing Firearm Limitations for Deer 
Hunting in Le Sueur County: March 19, 2026

Summary and Background

In 1942, the State of Minnesota began restricting the types of firearms that could be 

used to hunt deer within a part of the state, later known as the “shotgun zone,” which 

included Le Sueur County. 

During the 2025 Legislative Session, an act was adopted to repeal Minnesota Statute 

97B.318, which established the shotgun zone for the 2026 deer hunting season. The act

also included section 97B.031 subdivision 7, which permits a County Board of 

Commissioners to adopt an ordinance, following a public hearing, to limit the types of 

firearms used to hunt deer within the County, and institute the same restrictions included

in prior statutory language contained in 97B.318 which stated:

During the regular firearms deer hunting season in the shotgun zone, only legal 

shotguns loaded with single-slug shotgun shells, legal muzzle-loading long guns, and 

legal handguns may be used for taking deer. Legal shotguns include those with rifled 

barrels. 

The issue of enforcement of the ordinance remains in question, but at this time, it’s our 

understanding that DNR conservation officers will assist local law enforcement in 

enforcing a county ordinance. 

The official public hearing on this matter is to take place in the evening of March 19 at 

6:30 pm and has been properly noticed.

Options for County Action

The County Board of Commissioners has two options to consider:

1)  If the Board desires to limit the use of firearms and remain shotgun only , a 

County ordinance must be passed. A draft ordinance has been prepared for 

consideration. The DNR is requesting that all ordinances be passed by May 1, so

information can be listed in the DNR hunting handbook.  

2) If the Board does not desire to pass a shotgun ordinance and let the State law 

prevail that allows rifle usage , no actions is needed by the Board.
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Additional Resource Information

Shotgun Zone Map

All areas south of the orange line are shotgun only areas.
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Correspondence from DNR
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Letter from State Representatives
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Information Included from Representatives Swedzinski and Drazkowski

1. Report from Pennsylvania

2. Report from Wisconsin

Statute Reference

https://www.lrl.mn.gov/archive/minutes/senate/2025/envlegacy/20250123/envlegacy_20250123_SF107-Pennsylvannia-Study.pdf
https://widnr.widen.net/s/mv8n5wfj7s/he_annualreport2024
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Draft Ordinance

WHEREAS , since 1942, the State of Minnesota had restricted the types of firearms 

used to hunt deer due to concerns with landowner rights, hunter and public safety, and 

deer population management. 

WHEREAS, during the 2025 session, the Minnesota Legislature adopted, and the 

Governor signed an act to repeal Minnesota Statutes § 97B.318, which designated Le 

Sueur County as part of the shotgun-only use deer hunting area, effective for the 

firearms deer hunting season; and 

WHEREAS, that same act added Minnesota Statutes § 97B.031, subdivision 7, which 

permits a County Board of Commissioners to adopt an ordinance after notice and public 

hearing to limit the types of firearms that may be used to hunt deer within a county, 

including restrictions of the same scope and type previously allowed by the former 

Minnesota Statutes § 97B.318; and 

WHEREAS,  the Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners finds the extent of firearms 

limitations contained in the former Minnesota Statutes § 97B.318 promotes safety, 

mitigates potential trespassing, and responsibly manages the deer population; and 

WHEREAS,  the Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners is authorized by Minnesota 

Statute § 97B.031, subd. 7, to maintain such firearms limitations as were contained in 

the former Minnesota Statutes § 97B.318 through the adoption of an ordinance after due

notice and public hearing; and 

WHEREAS, having now held the noticed public hearing required by law on March 19, 

2026, and considering the comments offered by the public, the Le Sueur County Board 

of Commissioners finds preservation of the shotgun use area for firearms deer hunting 

season in Le Sueur County to be appropriate. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Le Sueur County Board of Commissioner does hereby 

ordain:

AN ORDINANCE LIMITING FIREARMS ALLOWED FOR DEER HUNTING IN LE

SUEUR COUNTY

Section 1. SHOTGUN USE AREA AND FIREARMS LIMITATIONS

The “shotgun use area” for purposes of this Ordinance is defined as the entire territory within the

boundaries of Le Sueur County, State of Minnesota. 

During the regular firearms deer hunting season in the shotgun use area, only legal shotguns 

loaded with single-slug shotgun shells, legal muzzle-loading long guns, and legal handguns may

be used for taking deer. Legal shotguns include those with rifled barrels. 
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Unlawful firearms. It is unlawful to use a firearm other than those described herein to take deer 

in the County. 

Section 2. PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT

Enforcement. The County Sheriff and Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

Conservation Officers have the authority to enforce the provisions of this ordinance. 

Penalties.  A person who violates this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be 

punishable as defined by law. 

Section 3. EFFECTIVE DATE AND DURATION

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after ____________, 2026, and 

shall continue in full force and effect after its passage and publication in accordance with

the law. 

ADOPTED  by the Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners this ____ day of 

___________, 2026.




