
AREGULAR MEETING OFTHECOMMON
COUNCIL OFTHECITY OFBECKLEY CONVENED
AT5:30PMONFEBRUARY 17, 2026, INCOUNCIL
CHAMBERS ANDVIAWEB-X.  

PRESENT:  Mayor RyanNeal, CityManager Phillip
Jarrell, Mayor & CityManager’sExecutive Assistant
Susan Miller, andCityAttorney BillFile.  Council
Members:  Janine Bullock, KipBuchanan, Frank
Williams, Natalie Coots, Nancy Shoemaker-Dinges, and
Cody Reedy.  Thefollowing Cityemployees were
present:  ITDirector LukeMiller, ITTechnician Matt
Blake, BPDChief Dean Bailey, Chief Code Enforcement
Officer Donald Morgan, ChiefEdThompson ofBFD,  
Director ofBoard ofPublic Works (BPW) MikeBolen,  
Beckley Events Director TrishMorgan, andDirector of
Parks & Recreation Leslie Baker. ABSENT:   
Councilwoman Sherrie Hunter. Evan Dewey attended
theStateAuditor’sWorkshop.  

TheMayor ledinthePledge of

Allegiance followed byprayer ledby

Councilman Williams.  Thepublic had

theoption tojointhemeeting inperson,  

listenbyWEB-Xfromtheir computer, or

listenbyphone, using theweblink or

phone number provided thedayofthe

meeting ontheCity’swebpage at

Beckley.orgortheCity’sFacebook page.  

TheMayor called themeeting toorderat

5:30p.m.  TheMayor reminded speakers

tospeak directly intothemicrophone in

order tobeheard ontherecording.  The

Mayor said thatthere wasaquorum.  

Council dispensed with thereading ofthe

minutes fromFebruary 3, 2026, Regular

Council Meeting, copiesofwhich had

beendistributed toeachmember.  Council

unanimously approved theminutes as

written onamotion byCouncilwoman



Shoemaker-Dingess andseconded by

Councilwoman Coots.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  TheMayor

announced thatifcalling byphone, dial

3toraiseyourhand.  Ifconnected by

computer, click the “hand icon” onyour

participant’spanel.   

TheMayor asked ifanyone wasonline

requesting tospeak.  There wereno

online speakers.  Mary West asked when

theasphalt plant opens because shewants

thespeed bumponLarew Avenue

installed. Debra McCray signed upto

speak butdeclined when itwasherturn.   

NextwereBriefComments from the

Mayor, Council Members, and theCity

Manager.     

Councilwoman Bullock thanked Council

forvoting forhertobeontheLRA.  She

asked CityManager Jarrell ifhehadan

update ontheEastBeckley PostOffice.   

Hesaidno, hewill letherknow assoon

ashedoes.  Hethinks itisbeing

renovated tobeusedasapostoffice. She

said that theFamily Worship Center will

behaving their foodpantry thisSaturday

andacknowledged thepassing of

Reverend Jesse Jackson.   Councilman

Buchanan thanked Councilman Williams

forinviting himtotheBlack History



Program lastSunday atHeartofGod

Ministries andfortheservice award

presented tohim.  Councilman Williams

congratulated the3recipients of

proclamations honoring their service to

thecommunity andauthorizing honorary

signs being installed intheCity.  Hesaid

therewillbeablood driveatthe

Salvation Army Thursday.   

Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess had

nocomments.  Councilwoman Coots said

that theMobile Food Pantry willbeat

Epling Stadium thisFridayat10:00a.m.  

andvolunteers areneeded at9a.m.  The

Mobile Food Pantry ForVeterans willbe

nextFriday atEpling Stadium at10:00

a.m.  Shethanked theBeckley PDfor

theirhelprecently inWard I.  TheMayor

said that itwasnicetoseetheattendance

atthemeeting.  CityManager Jarrell

thanked thestaff fortheirwork and

welcomed thepublic tothemeeting.   

ENACTMENT OFORDINANCES:  

Mr. Filesaidthat tonight isthesecond

reading oftheordinance which theMayor

justreadbytitle, “AnOrdinance Creating

Chapter 15, Article III, Section 401-413

Land Reuse Agency”) OfTheCodified

Ordinances OfTheCityOfBeckley,  

WestVirginia”.  Hesaid thatLandReuse



Agencies areoneofthetools that

municipalities andcounties mayuseto

facilitate thereturn ofvacant, abandoned,  

andtax-delinquent properties to

productive use, andareauthorized bythe

WestVirginia Land Reuse Agency Act,  

W.VaCode31-18E-1etseq.  Mr. File

opened thepublic hearing.  There wereno

comments.  Mr. Fileclosed thepublic

hearing.  Councilman Reedy madea

motion toadopt theordinance and

Councilman Williams seconded the

motion.  TheMayor asked ifany

members ofCouncil hadanyquestions or

comments.  There were nocomments.   

Council unanimously approved the

ordinance which ishereby incorporated

intothese minutes.   



ADOPTION OFRESOLUTIONS:  The

Mayor askedMr. Filetopresent the

Resolution OfTheCommon Council Of

TheCityOfBeckley ToPermit TheOpen

Burning OfVegetation.  Mr. Fileread

paragraphs 1through 4oftheresolution.   

Council unanimously approved the

resolution onamotion byCouncilman

Williams seconded byCouncilman

Reedy.  The resolution isincorporated

intothese minutes.   



OLDBUSINESS:  There wasnoold

business.   

NEW BUSINESS:  CityManager Jarrell

thanked Donald Morgan, ChiefCode

Officer, andChief Thompson ofthe

Beckley FireDepartment.  Theyworked

withGavin Ward, theFirePrevention

Department, Code Enforcement, andCity

Manager Jarrell. Heisrecommending the

FireMarshal duties andCode

Enforcement becombined.  Hesaid there

willbeonesupervisor, andtheemployees

willbecross trained sothefireprevention

employees canalsobecode enforcement

officials andvice versa.  Thisallows for

twice theamount ofcodeofficials.  City

Manager Jarrell recommended Captain

Chris Graham forFireMarshal/Chief

Building Code Official.  Council

unanimously approved theappointment of

Chris Graham onamotion by

Councilwoman Coots seconded by

Councilman Reedy.  Council members

congratulated Captain Graham.   

Next, CityManager Jarrell appointed

Marilyn Timbers totheBeckley Housing

Authority.  Hesaid shehasbeena

resident oftheHousing Authority forover

twenty years.    



Council unanimously approved the

appointment onamotion byCouncilman

Williams seconded byCouncilwoman

Coots.   

Councilman Williams saiditwasahard

decision forhim, butthese three people

arewelldeserving. Councilman Williams

thanked theCity forallowing himthe

opportunity tonominate three individuals

toreceive cityproclamations.  The first

wasaProclamation honoring Pastor

Debra McCray.  Shethanked Councilman

Williams forthenomination andshe

thanked Council.  Nextwasa

Proclamation honoring the latePastor

David Allen.  Hiswifespoke thanking

Councilman Williams andCouncil for

honoring herlatehusband.  Next wasa

Proclamation honoring Bishop Ernest

Stewart.  Hehadaprevious engagement

andcouldn’tattend.  Hisdaughter spoke

andthanked Councilman Williams and

Council forhonoring herfather.   



These three Proclamations are

incorporated into theseminutes.   



EXECUTIVE SESSION.  There wasno

Executive Session.     

With there beingnofurther business to

discuss, theMayor adjourned themeeting

at6:00p.m. onamotion by

Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess and

seconded byCouncilman Williams.    

Mayor
CityManager


