
Sussex County Youth Services Commission 

Meeting Date: 7-16-2025 Platform: Zoom Workplace Called to Order: 12:34pm 

 

☒Honorable D. Mikulka 

☒Dawn Carruth 

 ☒Julia Zimmerman 

☐James Villano  

 ☒Jeff Wilk 

☐Jill Space 

☐Sahil Kabse 

 ☒Karl Hauck 

☐Dan Palazzo 

 ☒Shaun Russell 

☐Melissa McCurry 

 ☒Ben Davey 

☒Cindy Armstrong 

☐Gayle Carrick 

 ☒Adam Kendler 

☒Gus Modla 

 ☐Debbie Keiper 

 

☒Christine Florio 

 ☒Nick Kapatenakis 

☒Jill Cerullo 

 ☐Anthony Mauceri 

☐Jen Colville 

 ☐Janel St. Croix 

☒Brittny Perna 

 ☐Brittany Brusberg 

☐Chief Jeff McCarrick 

 ☐Paige Dewald 

☐Beth Rodgers 

 ☐Kim Johnson 

☒Rachel Helt* 

 ☐ 

☒Diahann DeRuggiero 

 ☐Massiel Sanabria 

☒Jim Mahoney 

 ☒Maria Augustowicz 

☒Ingrid Vaca-Bullaro 

 ☐Kristen Lauber 

☒Shannon Larrow 

 ☐Elizabeth Plavnicky 

☐Debbie Berry-Toon 

 ☒Haley McCracken 

☒Michele Wolf 

 ☒Jenn Wrobleski 

☐Margaret Pittaluga 

 ☒Amanda Catizone 

☒Lisa Lombardo 

 ☒Marissa DeOliveira 

☒Alyssa Fiedorczyk 

 ☐ 

☐Tracy Cappiccile 

 ☐ 

 

  

 

Ex Officio: ☐ Jeena Williams ☒ Natalie Roca ☒ Kristen Turtur ☒ Lawanda Lewis  ☒ Nicole Jackson 

Guests: Kaitlyn Decker, Christine Yesinko, Taylor Biasco 
 

Ms. Helt announced that this is an open public meeting.  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES*:  May 21, 2025  
   
 
 
                     June 18, 2025
  
 
TOPIC OF THE MONTH: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  2026 Plan update
  
 
 

2026 JDAI Innovations 
 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  2025 JDAI Innovations executed award notice has not returned to the county from YJC/OAG to date 
 
UPDATES/ STRUGGLES AND SUCCESSES:   (See attached statistical report for the numbers) 

County Reports: 
Department of Health and Human Services: Public Health Nursing Mobile Clinic ribbing cutting ceremony is July 24 at 
4:30pm at the Wheatsworth Building-all are invited to attend  
Division of Community & Youth Services (CYS): Division staff continue participating in community outreach events 
throughout the county. The division is looking to receive data from nonprofit agencies who will be effected by the state 
and federal budget cuts. Please contact the division with this data. 
Sussex County Detention Alternatives (SCDA): statistics 
Department of Education/County Superintendent’s Office: The county superintendent’s office hosted a Chronic 
Absenteeism discussion group on June 25, 2025. Dialogue continues via email discussion threads. Anyone interested in 
joining the group to contact adam.kendler@boe.nj.gov 

*Quorum Motion Second Abstentions ☒Pass 

☒Yes ☐No C. 

Armstrong 

I. Vaca-

Bullaro 

 

*Quorum Motion Second Abstentions ☒Pass 

☒Yes ☐No B. Davey C. Florio  

*Quorum Motion Second Abstentions ☒Pass 

☒Yes ☐No C. Florio   

*Quorum Motion Second Abstentions ☒Pass 

☒Yes ☐No C. Florio   



Sussex County Chief’s Association/Prosecutor’s Office: The prosecutor’s office has been utilizing the cyber safety 
program to address varies cyber style complaints. 
 
Department of Children & Families (CIACC): nothing new this month 
Education Partnership (EP): The next tentative meeting date is Sept. 24, the committee is looking for topics for 
educational presentations. CSOC presentation is scheduled at the Guidance Counselor’s in service on October 13.  
Disability Services Advisory Council (DSAC): no report 
Division of Child Protection & Permanency (DCPP): currently it the slower season. The state budget has passed with no 
major impacts to the division. 
Mobile Response/Family Crisis Intervention Unit (MRSS/FCIU): currently is the slower season and staff continue to 
outreach to the community with resources.  
Caring Partners (Morris/Sussex CMO): statistics 
Family Partners (Morris/Sussex FSO): statistics to follow through email and the agency received its conditional contract. 
Regional Coalition: The coalition site visit from the DHMAS grant went well. The summer expansion program is 
underway with 40 youth participating and various groups/persons presenting different topics. Changing the Face of 
Addiction walk is August 2.  
 
NJ-JJC Youth Services Commission (YSC): The annual NJJDA Conference co-hosted by the Association of County Youth 
Services Commissions is scheduled for Sept. 10 through Sept. 12. Ms. Turtur will email the link for anyone interested. 
Annual Program monitorings are planned for the week of Sept. 30 through Oct. 3, confirmation of days and times will be 
released to those who have signed up as monitoring volunteers shortly. Each monitoring should not take more than an 
hour. CFPC programs will be in person. FCIU and Innovations will be virtual. 
Youth Justice Commission (YJC): nothing further to report at this time 
Morris County Youth Shelter/Juvenile Detention Center (YS/JDC): statistics 
Probation: statistics  
Family Division (Intake & JCC): statistics 
Family Court funding: Substance Use Treatment Program: CFPC: Challenging times during summer to engage youth and 
families but staff remain persistent. Trends remain the same of marijuana use along with alcohol use. 
State/Community Partnership funding: Think, Act, Grow Program: CFPC: Referrals remain low currently, however staff 
are providing education on the program to the communities.  
 
Council on Juvenile Justice System Improvement (CJJSI/JDAI): 
Innovations Sub-Committee: nothing further to report. 
Probation Sub-Committee: Through PIP, Sussex Minors tickets were purchased for family engagement. Tickets for the 
Sussex Fair are pending.  
 
Open Discussion:  

NORWESCAP Community Needs Assessment is dropped into the chat/10/09 is the Fall Frolic with a flyer to 
follow 
PSS flyers in the chat Babies beginnings/8/21 Back to school Fair, Rolling enrollment for Youth Corps,  
 

Please refer to the Bulletin and Handouts for upcoming events that are open to the community. 
 
 
Handouts/Attached Documents:  Agenda, Statistics Report, Mtg Minutes, Bulletins 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED:  Motion to adjourn at: 1:04pm  Motion- B. Davey Second- M. Wolf 
 

The next SCYSC meeting is  
 

Respectfully submitted by: Kristen M. Turtur     _7/21/2025__________  

      Kristen M. Turtur         Date 

 


