ANNAPOLIS

Annapolis Ward Boundaries and Redistricting Task Force
February 16, 2022
Public Hearing Meeting Minutes

Chairman Littmann called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm

The following members were present on roll call: Chairman Jared Littmann, Vice Chair Mary
Anne Arnett, Ms. Emma Smith, Mr. Brandon Wright, Mr. Harold “Chuckie” Lloyd, Mr. Greg
Brenan, and Ms. Michael Matthews.

The following members were absent on roll call: Mr. Solon Webb, Ms. Lisa Wilson.

The following staff members were also present: Ombudsman Hilary Raftovich, GIS
Coordinator Shawn Wampler, and Chief of Comprehensive Planning Eric Leshinsky

Chairman Littmann reviewed the redistricting process.

Chairman Littmann invited comment from the public.

Mr. Scott Gibson, 113 Williams Drive, spoke to the committee. Mr. Gibson spoke in opposition
to splitting up the Clay Street neighborhood. Mr Gibson offered some alternative areas to move
out of Ward 2.

Petition of Clay Street Residents attached.

Mr. Keanul Smith-Brown, 1805 Schooner Court, spoke in opposition to maps A and B and in
support of Map C

Reverend Ivan Vineyard, 59 Clay Street spoke in opposition to maps A and B and in support of
Map C

Ms. Shirley Gordon, 55 Clay Street, spoke in in opposition to splitting up Clay Street
Neighborhood

Chairman Littmann offered an overview of the schedule up to this point and the process going
forward.



Ms. Maggie Rodgers, 1705 Nimitz Drive, spoke in favor of keeping the old 4" ward (Clay Street
neighborhood) together.

Ms. Beryl Downs, 650 Greenbriar lane, inquired as to where the maps are posted.

Ombudsman Raftovich stated that the enlarged maps are on display at Pip Moyer, posted online
on the city website

Ms. Lyn Rodgers, 2 Yevola Peters Way, stated that the city also sent out information through the
email list and that Alderwoman Pindell Charles also sent out information to her email list.

Reverend Vinyard recommended placing the draft maps at the Stanton Center
Alderwoman Pindell Charles, 5 Domino Rd, spoke about the city email list.

Ms. Heidi Rothenhaus, 198 Acton Road, spoke in favor of Map B to keep Truxton Heights
together but with the old 4" ward brought back together. She stated that Truxton heights has
been moved

Ms. Carolyn Keene, 1350 Tyler Ave, spoke in favor of keeping Ward 6 intact.

Mr. Brooks DuBose, The Capital Gazette, stated that he has requested from his editor that the
stories about the redistricting be available without cost as a public service.

Ombudsman Raftovich read testimony received by email into the record (2 of them were
submitted in Spanish and translated by City Staff — Spanish original is attached)from the
following individuals:

Kirsten Clark, Executive Director of the Center of Help

My name is Kirsten Clark. | am Executive Director of the Center of Help. The mission of Center
of Help is to educate, empower and connect immigrant families to resources to promote self-
sufficiency and to advocate for the successful integration of the immigrant community into Anne
Arundel County in the surrounding areas.

On behalf of the organization and our clientele, I urge the City Council to consider the
importance of proportionate representation for minority communities. The immigrant population
is historically and currently underrepresented in public offices. The Hispanic/Latinx population
represents approximately a quarter of the city's population, and the districts must be drawn in
such a way to give a fair opportunity for a proportionate number of City Council representatives
to represent the Hispanic/Latinx community.

Maria Franco



Good afternoon. My name is Maria Franco and | am originally from Venezuela. Like the Latina
that | am, | celebrate that Annapolis has a Latino community that was able to be counted in the
2020 census. We as residents in this city ask that our economic contributions and cultural
contributions to this city be recognized. That is why today in this opportune i would like to as
that this city take advantage of Redistricting with the end goal of becoming recognized and
represented in our right to choose.

Sosima Morgan

I am Sosima Morgan, | have been living in Annapolis for more than 5 years. A city that
welcomed me and where | have worked and lived with my family. Like many other Latinos that
contribute so much with our work and our culture to the growth of this city, today in the
Redistricting, | would like to ask that it be recognized that our community is growing, as was
reflected in the 2020 census. That it be recognized that annapolis now has a neighborhood (ward
3) that is now Latino in its majority and it is necessary to have Redistricting in our
neighborhoods. We need Latino spaces, we need who can represent us and defend our rights.

Chairmen Littmann discussed a proposed alternative map
Vice-Chair Arnett discussed the process

Ms. Heidi Rothenhaus, expressed concerns that this map is taking Truxton Heights out of Ward
1.

Reverend Vineyard spoke on the new proposed map.

Alderwoman O’Neill, 423 Halsey Rd, spoke in favor of keeping neighborhoods intact.
Ms. Debbie Yatsuk, 418 Fox Hollow Rd, spoke about the redistricting process.
Member Michaels discussed the challenges that the task force members are facing.

The Task Force discussed the process going forward and scheduled their next meeting for March
15 at the OEM Command center to be broadcast for public viewing

Upon motion duly made, seconded, and adopted, the meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.

Submitted by Hilary Raftovich
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Public Testimony provided to the 202 1.-2022‘:;‘Ward Boundaries Task Force
As of 2/15/2022

Kristen Zacheis, Feb 15, 2022 at 11:51 AM, from <kristen.zacheis@gmail.com>
To the Annapolis Ward Boundaries and Redistricting Task Force,

I'live on Bertina A Nick Way, just off of Clay Street and have lived here for 3 years. I
just read the article in the Sunday Capital Gazette regarding the Redistricting that will
split up this community. I am outraged! As I watch the people try their hardest to thrive
and have a voice, I see the many outside factors that try to leave us behind. It’s bad
enough that so many citizens of Annapolis are against the Clay Sireet community!! I see
it in Facebook posts, many of which are implicitly and explicitly racist! This wonderful
community of people need government support in sticking together, with one voice. That
will not happen if the lines are drawn to divide and conquer.

Sincerely,
Kristen McDermott _
Julie Benson, Feb 13, 2022, at 10:15 PM, from oakcitvgir]@gmail.com, 168 Acton Road
I feel than plan B is the best for my neighborhood as it keeps us together. Plan A splits or

small neighborhood in half, plan C takes us out of ward 1. I'd like to stay in Elly
Tierney's ward as she is wonderful, I trust her and I voted for her.

Robert Worden, Feb 14, 2022, at 5:01 PM, from wm‘denannapolis@aol.com, 30 Murray Ave
I support Map C for Ward 1 boundary. Maps A and B break up the Clay Street
neighborhood into two wards and I believe this is not a good plan.

Alderwoman Elly Tierney, Feb. 12, 2022, at 11 AM, from aldtierney@annapolis.gov,
I’d like to keep Truxton Heights intact.

Alderman Ross Arnett, Jan 21, 2022, 10:24 AM, from aldarnett@annapolis.gov
Move Eastport Terrace and or Harbor House into Ward 8 and send what is needed to
Ward 7 from the Warren Drive part of Ward 8.

Alexandra Weller, January 20, 2022, 9:41 AM, from ajweller57@hotmail.com, 18 Silverwood
Circle
Unfortunately all of the discussion could not be heard during the meeting, Can
participants in future meetings have microphones so that all comments can be heard
please?

Scott Gibson, Dec. 24, 2021, 12:03 PM, scott.t.gibson@gmail.com, 113 Williams Drive
Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act mandates that no "standard, practice, or procedure
shall be imposed or applied by any State or political subdivision to deny or abridge the



right:of any citizen of the United States to vote on account of race or color.” In the
context of redistricting, federal law provides that majority-minority districts can be
created to prevent the diltution of minorities' voting sirength in compliance with the
Voting Rights Act of 1965 (“Voting Rights Act”).

According {o recent figures from the US Census Bureau, Annapolis’s Hispanic/Latinx
population has grown to be the second largest racial/ethnic group in the city. (Source:
hitps://www.census. gov/quickfacts/faot/tabie/amlap011501tyma1yland/PST045219 )
Despite one out of 5 Annapolitans being Hispanic/Latinx, Marc Rodriguez remains the
only Hlspamc/Latmo ever elected alderman, The underr epresentatlon of the
Hispanic/Latinx population on the City, Couneil suggests that there may be forces (even if
unintentional) working against their full participation in local government.

In Thomburg v. Gmgles, the Supleme Court established three criteria that must be met to
prove claims of vote d11ut10n under Sectlon 2 of the Voting. Rights. Act:
» The minority group must be able to demonstrate that it is sufficiently large and
geographically compact to constitute a majority in a district;
» The minority group must demonstrate political cohesion; and

+ “The minority must be able to demonstrate that the white majority votes sufficiently as
a bloc to enable it usually to defeat the minority’s preferred candidate.”

As part of oyr efforts to build One Annapohs I would encourage the Redistricting Task
Force to evaluate — applying the criteria laid out in Thornburg v, Gingles - whether the
City can and should create a majority Hlspamc/Latmx ward to: (1) ensure that
Annapolis’s Hispanic/Latinx population’s voting strength is not diluted by being spread
across multiple wards and (2) increase the diversity of our City Council.

" The dawing of ward lines will delterming the dlstrlbutlon of political power in Annapolis
for the next decade. I encourage you to view your task through the lens of equity and take
up this issue. Thank you.

Alderwoman Rhonda Pindell-Charles, Dec 22, 2021, 8:01 PM, from
aldpindellcharles(@annapolis.gov

(Paraphrasing) Requested that no changes be made to Wartd 3 boundarics

Alderworman Sheila Finlayson, verbally!tq the Task Force, January 18, 2022, 5 PM

(Paraphrasing) Requested that the Bates community remain in Ward 4

Public Hearing on 12/21/2021

Ms. Janet Katz, 143 Spa Dr, Annapolis, MD, inquired about who is counted in the census
Mr. Todd Powell, 221 Pindell Ave. Annapolis, MD 21401, spoke to the committee about
the ward lines ’

Ms. Beryl Downs, 650 Greenbrier Lane Annapolis, MD 21401, inquired about the effect
of the Newtowne 20 development rebuild '

M. Mike Dye, 1315 Hawkins LN Annapolis, MD 21401, inquired about the inorease in
the population of Ward Two.



Alderwoman Tierney inquired about the effects of the Covid 19 pandemic on the census
count.

Ms. Ginger Deluca, 725 Coybay Dr, Annapolis, MD 21401, inquired about the Wiley
Bates Legacy Center and why it was in Ward Four.

Alderwoman Pindell-Charles discussed the demographics and sections of Ward Three,



Hilary Raftovich <hrraftovich@annapolis.gov>

Redistritacion
1 message

Sosima Morga <sosima87 @gmail.com> Wed, Feb 16, 2022 at 6:39 PM
To: hrraftovich@annapolis.gov

Soy Sosima Morgan, tengo mas de 5 afios viviendo en Annapolis. Una Ciudad que me dio la bienvenida y donde
siempre he vivido y trabajado junto a mi familia. Como muchos otros latinos que aportamos tanto con nuestro trabajo
y nuestra cultura al crecimiento de esta ciudad, hoy en la distritacidn quiero pedir porque sé reconozca que nuestra
comunidad esta creciendo, como lo refleja el resultado del Gltimo Censo 2020. Que se reconozca que la ciudad de
Annapolis tiene un barrio (Ward 3) que es latino en su mayoria y por eso es necesaria la redistribucion de nhuestros
distritos. Necesitamos espacios latinos, necesitamos quienes nos representen y defiendan nuestros derechos.

Sosima Morgan.



Hilary Raftovich <hrraftovich@annapolis.gov>

(no subject)
1 message

madefrancobo@gmail.com <madefrancobo@gmail.com> Wed, Feb 16, 2022 at 7:07 PM
To: hrraftovich@annapolis.gov

Buenas tardes. Soy Maria Franco y mi pais de origen es Venezuela. Cémo latina que soy, hoy celebro que Annapolis
tenga una Comunidad latina que se pudo contar por el Censo 2020, Nosotros como habitantes de esta Ciudad pedimos se
nos reconozea nuestro aporte econdmico y cultural a esta Cindad. Por eso hoy quisiera en la oportunidad, pedir por la
redisiritacion de nuestra Ciudad, con el fin de que logremos ser reconocidos y representados en nuestro derecho a elegir.

Enviado desde mi iPhone



Keep Clay Street Whole

To: hoards@annapolis.gov

We appreciate that city ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made
smaller to ensure peopie are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. The drawing of ward
boundaries will determine the distribution of political power in Annapolis for the next decade. Let’s
encourage the Task Force and City Council to flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay
Street/Old Fourth Ward Community.

Why is this important?

To be clear - dividing a community weakens its voice in elections.

Today the Clay StreetfOld Fourth Ward Community benefits from being a whole unit within Ward
Two. When its leaders call a meeting or host an event, it draws attention. From a tactical
perspective, candidates are assured that they will be meeting a group that contains-a lot of their
voters.

Given that this community was already negatively impacted by local government action, we

should be especially focused on making sure its voice is not weakened by local government action
in the form of drawing new Ward Boundaries and Maps.

Signed by 18 people:

Name Zip code

Scoft Gibson 21401
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Susan Mertes

Virgin Moore

Bill Kardash



Name Zip code

Ashley Hillary 21401

Emiy Monfort - 21403
Renetra Anderson

Chivar Mullin

Jewel Potter




Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
. are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We

want Clay Street to remain whole.
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We

want Clay Street to remain whole.
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.

Signature Printed Name Phone Number

&\?Eﬁ iﬁ ﬁﬁé 1?2 @Mc@\m 4 -517. 890,

/
ﬂ/v %éﬂ@@t& UC/?_W@.Vi\ C//DNWAAVZ\ m\\rm S K\NAW\,\M/W i~

\\Qs}\,\& S TG -2
. AWV\M 964 173)
NoN €&

1. Sipmons

Mo Jimd




Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people

are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.

Printed Name Phone Number




Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.

Signature Printed Name | Phone Number
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.

Signature Printed Name Phone Number
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people

are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.

Signature Printed Name Phone Number
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.

Signature Printed Name Phone Number
¢ ”../J.N/J,/./ 'y \%/\é(?m/\\w ~ \..\\\C,Uc [ W FM VL %m\\.wﬁ 3 T3 w
L e T / |
w\\a_ L L QoA LY (% —
‘ " ADCS
[ S rapette LS /D)~ (5709
%u E%ﬂm\ww 4 _Bern HI0~703
/ .
A, 4 I - 795 T 127
ot A pper WE e TTsape |67 - 7257 7)37
/
Shothe, Sadld o Shely Carise o (%G o- 1297




Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people

are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.
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Don’t Divide Clay Street

City ward boundaries need to be re-drawn and that Ward 2 must be made smaller to ensure people
are equally divided among Annapolis's 8 Wards. Two maps being considered split the Clay Street
Community between two wards weakening its voice.

We flatly reject any and all maps that divide up the Clay Street Community into several wards. We
want Clay Street to remain whole.

Signature . Printed Name Phone Number

NN Al s A B e} N
§%ﬁb&bﬁ i\u\ %A \So!r\uv&% ﬁ\wkew\_\t D%d\ @Qm&w %Q‘
ﬁ\,@}@g s e m_,,@\,m& mgwmﬂ; 3 Ned Hi1g
PaYmi nl cbirit, | R o> Lo

@A W<\/ W\w\sw\ %m@ #7)




