
AREGULAR MEETING OFTHECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITY OFBECKLEY CONVENED AT
5:30PMONDECEMBER 02, 2025, INCOUNCIL CHAMBERS ANDVIAWEB-X.  

PRESENT:  Mayor RyanNeal, CityManager Phillip Jarrell, Recorder Treasurer Evan Dewey, Mayor &  
CityManager’sExecutive Assistant Susan Miller, andCityAttorney BillFile.  Council Members:  Janine
Bullock, FrankWilliams, Natalie Coots, Sherrie Hunter, andCody Reedy.  Thefollowing Cityemployees
were present:  ITDirector LukeMiller, ITTechnician MattBlake, BPDChief Dean Bailey, ChiefEd
Thompson ofBFD, Director ofBoard ofPublic Works (BPW) MikeBolen, Beckley Events Coordinator Jill
Moorefield, andDirector ofParks & Recreation LeslieBaker.  ABSENT: Councilwoman Shoemaker- 
Dingess andCouncilman KipBuchanan.   

TheMayor ledinthePledge ofAllegiance followed byprayer ledbySusan Claytor ofSt.  

Stephens Episcopal Church.  Thepublic hadtheoption tojointhemeeting inperson, listenby

WEB-Xfromtheircomputer, orlistenbyphone, using theweblink orphone number provided

thedayofthemeeting ontheCity’swebpage atBeckley.orgortheCity’sFacebook page.  

TheMayor called themeeting toorderat5:30p.m.  TheMayor said that there wasaquorum.  

Council dispensed with thereading oftheminutes fromtheNovember 18, 2025, Regular

Council Meeting, copies ofwhichhadbeen distributed toeachmember.  Council unanimously

approved theminutes aswritten onamotion byCouncilman Williams seconded by

Councilwoman Bullock.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  TheMayor announced thatifcalling byphone, dial *3toraiseyour

hand.  Ifconnected bycomputer, click the “hand icon” onyourparticipant’spanel.   

TheMayor asked ifanyone wasonline requesting tospeak.  There werenoonline speakers.   

Mary West requested morepolice presence andforcameras tobeplaced onLarew Avenue to

helpwith theissue ofdrivers speeding there.  TomMosley saidtheHoliday Market inuptown

Beckley isgreat andtheCityneeds tokeep themomentum going after theholidays.  Hesaid

thatspeeding isanissueintheCity.  James Watkins, Garage Supervisor atBoard ofPublic

Works (BPW), CityofBeckley employee asked fora $2./hr. payraise fortheemployees atthe

BPW.  Councilman Williams saidhewill look intothematter.  Leslee Anderson said thatthe

Cityneeds toofferhousing forwomen whoareabused.  Shesaid thereareprograms for

women whoarephysically abused butthere isnohelpforwomen who areabused in

nonphysical ways.  Kellie Gunnoe oftheUnited forPrevention Coalition thanked everyone

involved inhelping hergettheFOIA information.    

ShesaidthatKratom isbeingpackaged toappeal totheyouth anditisnotsafe.  Shesaidthat

vapeshops should haveapermit tosell it.  Timothy Schofield said thatpartoftheUnited

Apostolic Church building (former Lincoln School) needs tobedemolished andcontains

asbestos.  Hesaid thathehasbeenwaiting foroneyearandhasnotbeengivenaresolution or

communicated with regarding this.  Councilwoman Hunter apologized tohim.  Shesaid that

shethought itwas included inthestructures fortheDLAP Grant.  Chief Code Enforcement

Officer Morgan saidthathehaschecked toseeifmore funds areavailable forthis, but itis

doubtful.  Hesaid thatWVBrownsfield might beabletoassist butit’sdoubtful that the

Historic Preservation Authority willbeable toassist.  Calvin Moore said thathestillhasnot

received anyhelp fromtheCity regarding thestructural damage tohishouse onHartley

Avenue duetostorm drainage issues.  Mr. Filesaid thatheandMr. Moore’sattorney have

been incontact.  Mr. Moore alsosaid thatsignage isneeded regarding parking inthelotacross

fromBeckley Water.    



Hesaid thathereceived aticketanddidnotknowheshould nothaveparked where hediddue

toalackofsignage.  PaulBrown asked ifthenoparking signthatwas recently installed athis

property onTemple Street could beremoved.    

NextwereBriefComments fromtheMayor, Council Members, andtheCityManager.    

Councilwoman Bullock congratulated Director ofBeckley Events JillMoorefield onher

upcoming retirement andthanked herforheryearsofservice andthanked herforallthegreat

work shehasdone fortheCity.  Councilwoman Bullock asked CityManager Jarrell ifhehad

anupdate onthesidewalks onS. Fayette andS. Kanawha Streets.  Hedidnothave anupdate.   

ShesaidaWorkshop isstillneeded regarding the (LRA) Land Reuse Agency.  She

congratulated ByrdWhite onbeing therecipient oftheSpiritofBeckley Award thisyear.   

Councilman Williams also thanked JillMorefield forallherwork.  Hesaid theCityneeds to

move faster onissuesbutthinks theCity isheaded intheright direction. Hesaid thatMr.  

Moore’ssituation hasgoneontoolong.  HesaidMr. Schofield’ssituation needs attention

also.  Councilwoman Coots saidthat theHoliday Market isgreat andtheCityneeds tokeep

themomentum going after theholidays.  Shealsocongratulated andthanked Jill.   

Councilwoman Coots saidthatsheagrees withCouncilman Williams that theCityneeds to

move quicker onissues.  Shesaid thatshewasnotaware ofthestructural issue thatMr.  

Schofield mentioned.  Shesaid theChristmas lights inuptown Beckley lookgreat.   

Councilwoman Coots thanked Kellie Gunnoe forthearticle onKratom.  TheMayor said that

theThanksgiving DayRun/WalkattheSoccer Complex wasagreat event andover400

people attended.    



TheMayor read theNutcracker Proclamation.  AcopyoftheProclamation ishereby

incorporated intothese minutes.     

Councilwoman Hunter apologized toMr. Moore andMr. Schofield forittakingsolong

regarding theissues theyspoke of.  Shethanked Jillforherwork.  Shecongratulated the

Woodrow Wilson HighSchool Cheer Champs.  Shesaid the lights uptown andatthe

Exhibition Coal Mine lookgreat.  Shesaid the25mph signonTeelRoad isdown andasked

Board ofPublic Works Director MikeBolen torepair it.  Shealsosaid thatvarious streetlights

areoutinthesame area.    

Councilman Reedy thanked Jillforallherworkandcongratulated heronherretirement and

said thatheislooking forward totheChristmas parade Saturday.   



CityManager Jarrell thanked thestaff.  Heinvited everyone toattend theHoliday Market

uptown andthanked theBPWforhanging theChristmas lights andforstarting toinstall the

signs regarding panhandling.  Hecongratulated LukeMilleronbeingpromoted fromwithin.   

Lukeworked intheITDepartment fortheCityandisnowtheITDirector.    

ENACTMENT OFORDINANCES: There were noordinances.   

ADOPTION OFRESOLUTIONS:  Next, Mr. Filereadbytitle theResolution toApprove

ndTheLease ofthe2 Floorof213S. Kanawha Street, Beckley, WVToPiney Creek Watershed

Association, Inc.  Mr. Fileexplained that this isatwelve-month lease, terminating on

December 31, 2026.  Therent is $12/year.  Mr. Fileopened apublic hearing.  NateSydnor and

JimFetters ofPiney Creek Watershed thanked theCityandexpressed appreciation forthis

lease agreement.  Councilwoman Hunter thanked Mr. Fetters andMr. Sydnor forallthegreat

work thatPiney Creek Watershed does.  Withthere being nofurther comments, Mr. File

closed thepublic hearing.  Theresolution wasunanimously approved byCouncil onamotion

made byCouncilwoman Hunter andseconded byCouncilwoman Coots.  Theresolution is

hereby incorporated intothese minutes.   



OLDBUSINESS:  CityManager Jarrell said thatGregDuckworth oftheRaleigh County

Commission whoisalsoontheOpioid Board willbegladtoattend aWorkshop onopioid

thfunds.  Council offered Saturday January 10 orTuesday, January 13thasdates fora

Workshop ontheopioid funds.  TheCityManager willdetermine thedateandtime.  

Councilwoman Bullock asked howmany applications theCityhasreceived.  CityManager

Jarrell saidithasreceived over twenty applications.     

NEW BUSINESS:  There wasnonewbusiness.    

POTENTIAL EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING NEGOTIATIONS FOR

PURCHASE OFREAL ESTATE.  Council unanimously agreed toenter intoExecutive

Session at6:26p.m. onamotion made byCouncilman Williams andseconded by

Councilwoman Bullock.  Council unanimously agreed toenter back intotheRegular Council

Meeting at7:30p.m. onamotion made byCouncilwoman Cootsandseconded by

Councilman Williams.   

With there being nofurther business todiscuss, theMayor adjourned at7:32p.m. onamotion

byCouncilwoman Hunter andseconded byCouncilman Reedy.   

Mayor CityManager


