
Norwich Fair Rent Commission (NFRC) 
Thursday, April 16, 2026, 4:30 PM Meeting 

City Hall, Room 319, Norwich, CT 

1. Call to Order: Chairman Ed Belli called the meeting to order at 4:34 PM. 

	Present: Ed Belli, Chairman; Rebecca Melucci; LaurieAnn Messore, Attorney Michael 
Driscoll 

2. Approval of Minutes: Ms. Messore, seconded by Ms. Melucci, motioned to approve the 
Minutes of the Regular March Meeting, held on March 19, 2026. The Motion was 
unanimously approved. 

3. Case reviews: 133-139 Providence Street 
	  
	 Present for the case review: 
	 Keri Vais, Complainant, and Michelle Brais, co-tenant 

	 Michael Nelson, Property Owner 

	 Ms. Vais presented her case to the Commission, explaining that her rent was being raised 
substantially, from $900 per month to $1,900 per month, and that she will be charged for a 
three bedroom unit, although her apartment is currently a two bedroom unit. She presented a 
copy of her rental lease (Exhibit 1). She also discussed some of the maintenance issues that 
need to be resolved in her apartment.  

	 Mr. Belli asked the property owner, Mr. Nelson, to explain the reason for the increase to 
$1,900. Mr. Nelson responded that he and his business partner purchased the property in 
February 2026, after which they notified the tenants of their plan to renovate the entire 
property, resulting in a step increase for rents and the tenants need to vacate (Exhibit 2). He 
stated that the new rate was a result of a comparable study of other rental units in the area. 
He acknowledged that it was a mistake to charge Ms. Vais for a three bedroom unit, and that 
because of the quick sale of the property, no formal inspection had taken place. 

	 Ms. Vais mentioned that she and Mr. Nelson had communicated via text message regarding 
the maintenance of the property and her decision to stay or not (Exhibit 3).  She also sent a 
money order in the amount of $900 to Mr. Nelson on April 2, 2026, however Mr. Nelson said 
he did not cash it yet (Exhibit 4). Ms. Vais had also provided a copy of her rent ledger for the 
past year (Exhibit 5). 



	 Mr. Belli asked Mr. Nelson if he intended to increase the rents prior to renovating the 
property. Mr. Nelson responded that the current rents do not cover the expenses. He stated 
there were four units: 1 was a commercial unit, two units were two bedroom units with an 
extra room (no closet), and the fourth unit was a one bedroom unit. The rent increase was 
based on comparable units found on Zillow.  

	 Mr. Belli asked Mr. Nelson if now that Ms. Vais’ unit has been agreed to be a two bedroom 
unit, and if she wants to stay, would Mr. Nelson be willing to negotiate a new rent amount. 
Mr. Nelson said he would, but didn’t want Ms. Vais to be put into a bad position. Ms. Vais 
responded that she had been originally told the increase would be $1,750, but the letter stated 
$1,900, and that she would be willing to negotiate.  

	 Attorney Driscoll ushered the parties into a separate room to discuss a compromise that 
would not involve the Commission having to make a ruling.   

	 Upon their return, the parties stated they had come to a tentative agreement, however, Ms. 
Vais asked the Commission for a continuance of the hearing so she could receive more 
information from Mr. Nelson, and Mr. Nelson stated he would need to discuss the tentative 
agreement with his business partner.  They agreed to inform Norwich Human Services of 
their final decision, who will then forward that information to the Commission. 

	 Ms. Messore, seconded by Ms. Melucci, moved to continue this hearing to the May 21, 2026 
meeting of the Norwich Fair Rent Commission. The motion was unanimously approved. 

4. Other Business:  

The members of the Commission expressed the need to receive any complaints and exhibits 
for hearings at least a week prior to the hearing date. Mr. Belli said he would address this 
with Norwich Human Services. 

5. Adjournment: Ms. Melucci seconded by Ms. Messore, motioned to adjourn the meeting at 
5:23 PM. The motion passed unanimously.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, May 
21, 2026 at 4:30 P.M. at City Hall  in Room 319. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

Jeanne Kurasz – NFRC Recording Secretary 



March 1, 2026 

Dear Keri and other occupants, 

As of February 26, 2026 we have purchased 133-139 Providence Street. 

All rents are due on the first of the month unless otherwise agreed upon in writing 
between you and I directly. Rents received after the 10th of each month are considered. 
late and are subject to a late charge of $25 and an additional $5 for each day after that. 

If you wish to pay your rent through online bank payment or an electronic form of 
payment, please contact me a_t the phone number and/or email address listed below. 

As discussed we plan to remodel the property as it is in great need of many repairs. We 
understand that moving is difficult to coordinate and plan. That being said we are going 
to stair step rents for the coming months instead of bringing rents immediately to the 
market rates of $1900. The future months rent payments will be as follows should you 
choose to stay during these months. 

-.Apr .1..'2026.-- $1250.00 
• May _1; 262a - $1500.00
June 1, 2026- $1750.00
July 1 2026- $1900

*If you intend to leave at some point mid month contact me and we will prorate and
credit you back the portion of tlie.

0

month after you have vacated.

Thank you and we look forward to our relationship with you all. 

Michael Nelson, Member 
Reps to Rents 133 LLC 
401-330-9873
roichael@oelson-estates,com
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