
AREGULAR MEETING OFTHECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITY OFBECKLEY CONVENED AT
5:30PMONMARCH 17, 2026, INCOUNCIL CHAMBERS ANDVIAWEB-X.  

PRESENT:  Mayor RyanNeal, CityManager Phillip Jarrell, Mayor, CityManager’sExecutive Assistant
Susan Miller, Recorder Treasurer Evan Dewey, andCityAttorney BillFile.  Council Members:  Janine
Bullock, KipBuchanan, FrankWilliams, Natalie Coots, Nancy Shoemaker-Dinges, andSherrie Hunter. The
following Cityemployees were present:  ITDirector LukeMiller, ITTechnician MattBlake, BPDChief
Dean Bailey, ChiefEdThompson ofBFD, Director ofBoard ofPublic Works (BPW) MikeBolen, Beckley
Events Director TrishMorgan, andtheGeneral Manager oftheBeckley Sanitary Board (BSB) Jeremiah
Johnson.  ABSENT: Councilman Reedy, Director ofParks & Recreation LeslieBaker andCode Official/Fire
Marshal Chris Graham.  

TheMayor ledinthePledge ofAllegiance followed byprayer ledbyCouncilman Williams.   

Thepublic hadtheoption tojointhemeeting inperson, listenbyWEB-Xfromtheircomputer,  

orlistenbyphone, using theweblink orphone number provided thedayofthemeeting onthe

City’swebpage atBeckley.orgortheCity’sFacebook page.  

TheMayor called themeeting toorderat5:30p.m.  TheMayor reminded speakers tospeak

directly intothemicrophone tobeheard ontherecording.  TheMayor said thatthere wasa

quorum. Council dispensed with thereading oftheminutes fromFebruary 17, 2026, Regular

Council Meeting, copies ofwhichhadbeen distributed toeachmember.  Council unanimously

approved theminutes aswritten onamotion byCouncilman Williams andseconded by

Councilwoman Hunter.  

Council dispensed with thereading oftheminutes fromMarch 10, 2026, Rt. 3Traffic Study

Workshop, copies ofwhich hadbeendistributed toeachmember.  Council unanimously

approved theminutes aswritten onamotion byCouncilman Buchanan andseconded by

Councilwoman Coots.  

Council dispensed with thereading oftheminutes fromMarch 12, 2026, FY2027 Budget

Workshop, copies ofwhich hadbeendistributed toeachmember.  Council unanimously

approved theminutes aswritten onamotion byCouncilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess and

seconded byCouncilwoman Coots.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  TheMayor announced thatifcalling byphone, dial *3toraiseyour

hand.  Ifconnected bycomputer, click the “hand icon” onyourparticipant’spanel.   

TheMayor asked ifanyone wasonline requesting tospeak.  There werenoonline speakers.   

Mary West said thepublic and theCityneedtowork together andencouraged everyone to

vote.  Chris Yeargo ofWVDisabled, Inc. said thatbuildings, restaurants, andsidewalks all

need improvement tohelppeople withdisabilities andthatbusinesses should comply and

provide equal access forpartnership.    

Colin Scottvoiced hissupport forupgrading theskateequipment/rampsatFreedom Skate

Parkusing safter materials rather than metal ramps.  Heasked howmany names apetition

musthave forittobeconsidered.  TomMoseley saidspeeding isanissueonHullStreet and

throughout theCity.  Heexpressed appreciation fortherestoration ofthetrains ondisplay at

NewRiverPark.  Amanda Hammons oftheBeckley DayReport Center updated Council on

theworkandprogress being donethere.  Sheaskedhowtorequest aletterofsupport fromthe

City.  CityAttorney saidsheshould sendarequest totheCityManager’soffice whowill then

haveitreviewed byCouncil.   



NextwereBriefComments fromtheMayor, Council Members, andtheCityManager.     

Councilwoman Bullock asked CityManager Jarrell ifhehadanupdate ontheEastBeckley

PostOffice.  Hesaid that the individual fromtheUSPostal Service senthimanemailandhe

forwarded ittoher.  Sheandallmembers ofCouncil thanked Recorder Treasurer Evan Dewey

forhispresentation ontheFY2027 Budget.  Councilwoman Bullock said thatMarch is

Women’sHistory Awareness Month andacknowledged that theCityofBeckley has4women

serving onCouncil.  Councilman Buchanan thanked theBoard ofPublic Works forthework

theyhavebeendoing topatch potholes intheCityandthanked Mr. Dewey andMr. Jarrell for

theirwork.  Councilman Williams thanked thedepartment heads fortheirworkandthanked

Council forworking together. Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess invited people to

thparticipate intheEmpty Bowls Project March 28 from11am – 1pmattheUnited Methodist

Church.  ShetoldMr. Yeargo thatshe formerly worked foranorganization thatmaybe

helpful.  Shesaid thatshewould share information withhim.  Councilwoman Coots thanked

Beckley Sanitary Board’sGeneral Manager Jeremiah Johnson forhishelprecently.  Shealso

thanked theemployees inallthedepartments intheCity.   TheMayor reminded everyone of

ththeFuture Forward eventattheBeckley Convention Center onApril8 from7am – 5pmand

encouraged Council toattend.  Hesaid that theCitywillhaveabooth setupthere andwould

liketoseeCouncil members planonspending timeatthebooth.  Councilwoman Hunter

thanked MaryWest forhelping encourage Governor Morrisey while herecently visited

Tamarack.  Shethanked Mr. Yeargo formaking people aware oftheneedsoftheWV

Disabled, Inc. organization.  Shethanked theExecutive Assistant totheMayor andtotheCity

Manager, Susan Miller.  Shesaid thatsheisthegluethatholds theCity together.  Shethanked

Chief Thompson oftheBFDforhisrecent report.  Shewelcomed the3newpolice officers

thatwere recently sworn in.  Shecongratulated WVU Tech’sRobotics Team.  Shesaid that

ththeyplaced 13 intheworld.  Councilwoman Hunter said thatshewould liketoseetheCity

ofBeckley update anInoperable Motor Vehicles onResidential Property Ordinance (ifithas

one).  Shesaidifitdoesnothaveone, shewould liketoseeonecomposed andbrought before

Council.   ShegaveCouncil acopyofwhat Chesapeake, VAhasinplace forthis issue.    

CityManager Jarrell thanked thestaffandthanked department heads forworking ontheir

budgets, hethanked Susan Miller forassisting himandthanked Evan Dewey forhis

presentation ontheBudget. CityManager Jarrell said thathemetwithandtalked toseveral

people today regarding theCampus Corridor Project which isgoing outforbidnextmonth.   

Hesaid thatPresident Stuart ofWVUTech isworking onit.  Mr. Jarrell said thathehasplans

forthework.  IfanyCouncil member wants todiscuss them, theycancallandmake an

appointment withhim.  Mr. Jarrell said thathewillcheck onanordinance regarding

inoperable motor vehicles onresidential property.  Recorder Treasurer EvanDewey thanked

Council for their remarks onhispresentation andsaiditwasateam effort andthanked all

department heads andMr. Jarrell forworking withhimonthebudget.    



Hereminded Council tofeel freetoreach outtohimwithanyquestions regarding thebudget.   

SinceCouncilman Williams andCouncilman Reedy werenotattheBudget Workshop, hesaid

theycanwatch therecording online andallmembers ofCouncil have theinformation

regarding thebudget thathegaveoutattheworkshop intheir binders.  

ENACTMENT OFORDINANCES: There werenoordinances.  

ADOPTION OFRESOLUTIONS:    

NextwastheConsideration AndAdoption OfResolution Requesting Beckley Common

Council Purchase OnBehalf OfBeckley Sanitary Board RealEstate Identified as107Hartley

Avenue.  CityAttorney Mr. Filesaid that theBeckley Sanitary Board (BSB) doesnotown

property andwhen itneeds topurchase property itgoesthrough theCityofBeckley’s

Common Council.  AtthelastBoard Meeting that theBSBhad, itadopted aresolution asking

Council toproceed inpurchasing property located at107Hartley Avenue.  Theconsideration

is $15,000andisintheareawhere there isastormwater/sewerproject thatwillbetaking

place.  This pieceofproperty needs tobepurchased forthisproject.  TheBSBisresponsible

forpaying fortheproperty, butitwillbepurchased bytheCityofBeckley.  Thesellerofthe

property isJimmy Ruff.  Mr. Filesaid that this issomething theCityandtheBSBhave done

inthepastanditneeds tobeadopted.  Mr. Filesaid thatifanyone hasanyquestions, theyare

freetoaskJeremiah Johnson, General Manager oftheBSB.  Councilwoman Bullock asked if

this isphase 1oftheHartley Avenue project.  Mr. Johnson said thatitisinthephase 2areaof

theproject.  Council unanimously approved theresolution aspresented onamotion made by

Councilman Williams seconded byCouncilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess.  Theresolution is

hereby incorporated intothese minutes.   



NextwastheAdoption OfResolution Authorizing CityOfBeckley ToContribute $25,000.00

ToTheSouthern Conservation District (SCD) ForTheMaintenance Costs Associated With

TheLittleWhitestick Flood Control Channel AndTheCranberry Creek Flood Channel.  City

Manager Jarrell said that this isanagreement that theCityhashadwith theSCDforover

twenty years.  TheSCDmaintains theviaducts andthose typesofitems andthetwocreeks in

frontofthemalls.  Mr. Jarrell said thatitwould costmore iftheCityhadtomaintain them

utilizing theBoardofPublic Works department intheCity.  Hesaid theSCDhaslostsome

contributors andthecostofmaking repairs hasincreased.  Hesaid that theSCDhaslosta

grant fromtheState also.  Council unanimously approved theresolution onamotion made by

Councilman Buchanan seconded byCouncilwoman Hunter.    Councilwoman Shoemaker- 

Dingess asked iftheCounty iscontributing.  CityManager Jarrell saidyes, asistheBSB.    

Theresolution ishereby incorporated intothese minutes.  



NextwastheResolution ToAdopt TheFiscal Year2027Budget.  Evan Dewey said that this

thisthebudget thatwaspresented toCouncil during theMarch 12 Workshop.  Thepacket of

budget documents thatwere inCouncil’sbinders contain someofthesame documents that

thhavetobesent totheStateAuditor’sOffice before March 28.  Hesaid thatnothing has

changed since theWorkshop. Once Council approves, theinformation required fromthe

auditor’soffice canbesubmitted.   TheResolution ishereby incorporated intothese minutes.  



OLDBUSINESS:  There wasnooldbusiness.  

NEW BUSINESS:  Approval OfLease OnTheBuilding Located At313Neville Street,  

Beckley, WV. Mr. Filesaid that this istheproperty formerly occupied byFruitsofLabor.  The

CityManager hasnegotiated aleasewithJack’sCafé, LLCandwould liketobegin thislease

onApril1, 2026.  Itisa2-year leasewitha2- yearoption torenew.  Thetermsofthelease are

that forthefirst4months itwould berented for $1.00permonth.  Thenext4months therent

would be $500.00permonth.  Thenext4months therentwould be $1,000.00permonth

Thefinal12months ofthelease therentwould be $1,500.00permonth.    

Allrentpayments aredueonthefirstdayofeachmonth andaretobepaidatCityHall.   

Jack’sCaféwillberesponsible for themonthly utilities, andtheywill insure theirown

equipment. TheLessee, nottheCity, willpayfortheutilities.  Council unanimously approved

theleasewithJack’sCafé, LLConamotion byCouncilman Buchanan seconded by

Councilwoman Coots.  Councilman Williams saidthat this ismuch needed inuptown.   

Councilwoman Hunter asked ifother businesses willbeinthebuilding.  CityManager Jarrell

said thathesupplied Council with thebusiness plan.  Ontheground floor therewillbeasmall

restaurant; thebasement willhavevideo games andpossibly golfsimulators.  Hesaid theCity

isconsidering partaking inevents onthetopfloor (which isnotADA accessible).  City

Manager Jarrell said that theutilities inthisbuilding aresignificant and theowner, Robbie

stPowell, isresponsible forpaying those beginning April1.  CityManager Jarrell said the

owner isalsoresponsible forthemaintenance oftheinterior ofthebuilding.  Councilwoman

Hunter asked iftheparking lotacross from thelocation willbeused exclusively forthis

business.  Mr. Jarrell saidno, therewillbe2-hourfreeparking there.  Councilwoman Coots

said that shehopes that theCityremembers toparticipate andpatronize thebusinesses.     



Acopyofthelease ishereby incorporated intothese minutes.    

EXECUTIVE SESSION.  There wasnoexecutive session.   

With there being nofurther business todiscuss, theMayor adjourned themeeting at6:13p.m.  

onamotion byCouncilman Buchanan andseconded byCouncilwoman Hunter.    

Mayor CityManager


